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Members' Weekend, AGM & Conference

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Members’ Weekend scheduled to be
held in Sheffield 16-18 April 2021 has unfortunately been cancelled.
CAMRA is currently looking at opportunities to hold elements of the
Weekend virtually.
Us the link below to register your interest and to receive further
information. Please note all CAMRA members will receive information
about voting in the AGM, as per usual.
https://camra.org.uk/beer-festivals-events/members-weekend/
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The Tryanuary Campaign and changes for 2021
Tryanuary is a volunteer-led,online community that encourages consumers to
continue supporting small, independent beer businesses during January, a
notoriously difficult trading month in a normal year, let alone when pubs and clubs
are closed under another lockdown. CAMRA has supported Tryanuary since it
started and has sponsored the campaign since 2020.
This year, because all parts of the UK are now in lockdown, the Tryanuary team
have made some changes to the campaign:
•Tryanuary will be extended beyond January, until the end of the current
lockdown–this means there’s a lot more time over which branches can take part
•Addition of #TryanuaryAtHome for use on social media
•The campaign will also encourage people to engage with the Tryanuary online
community to help their mental health and wellbeing
•The Tryanuary website will feature an online directory for beer businesses to
promote their products to consumers, and feature listings for virtual events that any
groups, pubs or brewers might be holding.
The Tryanuary website is here: https://www.tryanuary.com/

Internal Memorandum
The Government’s decision to prevent pubs and clubs from selling alcohol (except
through delivery services) during the latest lockdown in England is unfair and
hands another trading advantage to supermarkets. It is also a threat to consumer
choice, and especially to cask beer, both of which the Tryanuary campaign seeks
to champion.
Over 6,000 people have emailed MPs since Tuesday. You can find the link here :https://camra.e-activist.com/page/73809/action/1
Once again, I want to thank branches for your extraordinary dedication and
resilience in continuing to campaign so vocally for beer, cider, pubs, clubs and consumer choice. As always, if you have any questions, or need support on campaigning issues, please email campaigns@camra.org.uk
Thank you
Nick Boley
Chair of Campaigns Committeee
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BRANCH PUB WATCH
Blues Micro Pub in Whitburn have made an important announcement. They have
signed an extension to their lease which gives the property above the pub and also
behind. This will nearly triple the size of the pub and allow a year round outdoor seating area. They are awaiting the outcome of their planning application.
A report appeared in the Sunderland Echo that
The Mountain Daisy on Hylton Road now has a
new licensee. This historic pub, owned by Trust
Inns features in CAMRA’s Real Heritage Pub
Guide. New licensee Scott Allsop was hoping for a
pre Xmas opening till Tier 4 came along. There are
plans to smarten the place up, but no mention yet
about the beers. See also :https://pubheritage.camra.org.uk/pubs/151
Interior work continues on the Ocean Micropub on Sea Road in Fulwell. Despite not
being open yet it has five stars on Google.

Takeaways - with the new lockdown in force please contact each
establishment for any clarification
Blues Micropub

Whitburn

More on Facebook.

Darwin Brewery

Southwick

Click & Collect or delivery
https://www.darwinbrewery.com/

Harton Hop House

South Shields

0191 420 0672

Hydrology Online Store

Delivery only

https://www.hydrologycraftbeer.
co.uk/

Little Shop

Sunderland

https://thelittleshop.uk/

Maxim Brewery

Rainton Bridge

Drive thru (see page 6)

One More Than Two
Brew

South Shields

Call & Collect. - 07927 051236

Saltgrass

Sunderland

0191 5436309

Sea Change

South Shields

https://seachangeshop.square.si
te/shop/craft-beer/2

Ship Isis

Sunderland

0191 567 3720

Also a brief mention about Beersniffers.co.uk. They are based in Darlington and
Saltburn and offer an online store and delivery service. I used them to order some
Tynt Meadow Trappist Ale for Xmas , which worked out cheaper than from that
well known online retailer - and they delivered within two days. Worth a look.
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PUB PROTECTION REPORT
As Pub Protection
Officer I’m continuing
regular monitoring of
planning applications
within the two local
authorities covering the
branch area looking for
those that impact on
pubs. Once again happily
I can report no ongoing
applications especially
none looking for change
of use or to demolish any
of our pubs. A mixture of
the Christmas Holiday
season and COVID19
lockdowns means overall
planning applications
seem low at the moment.
CAMRA is still expecting
developers to take
advantage of the current
climate so once again be
watchful and report any
concerns or information to
the branch as soon as
possible please. There is

a contact form or email
link on the branch website
else email
contact@sst.camra.org.
uk
CAMRA HQ has not been
sitting back on pub
protection and have
launched a series of
newsletters, sent directly
to local authority planners,
covering ways that they
can help protect pubs,
and some of the most
common claims made in
these types of
applications.
The first edition gave
planners some context on
the impact that COVID-19
has had on pubs.
The second gave
planners our definition of
a pub – as we have
recently seen a number of

planning applications
which claim that a
business is a restaurant
rather than a pub, and
therefore not entitled to
the same level of
protection in the planning
system.
Following this it is
intended to send monthly
newsletters, covering the
following:
• Pubs and Local Plans
• Viability and compulsory
purchase
• Meaningful marketing
• Planning appeals and
local listing
• Enforcement
• Permitted Development
Ian Monteith Preston

Unfortunately due to COVID-19, we are unable to
host the Great British Beer Festival Winter in
Birmingham as planned. However, we still
wanted to share with you some of the very best
beer, cider and perry the UK has to offer.
Join us for the Great British Beer Festival Winter
at Home – an interactive, immersive and
on-demand virtual festival that you can enjoy
where you want, when you want.
Included in the price of your ticket is a box of
fantastic beers, ciders or perries and a login code
to a number of beer tastings, recipe ideas,
industry Q&As, pub history talks and so much
more. To register go to
https://winter.gbbf.org.uk/
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BREWERY UPDATE LOCAL AND NATIONAL
Maxim Brewery finished the year
selling mixed cases , gift packs and a
few minicasks ( I got the last Maximus,
pictured right which just about lasted till
New Years Day !).
However they have decided to suspend
all cask brewing till the pubs open again.
They will concentrate on contract bottling
and thankfully will continue their drive
thru service. (I read today that Timothy
Taylor have suspended cask brewing as
well).
New opening hours :Tuesday - Friday open till 3pm. Drive
days will be Wednesday and Friday
10am - 3pm, plus the first Saturday of
every month, starting on 6th February
Call 0191 5848844
Vaux Brewery has announced news about a new Sunderland tap room and
brewery. The brewery had started production in Monk Street prior to the latest
lockdown but are still building stock up. Their first three beers are “Decent Days
and Nights” . “A Hazy Shade of Citra” and “Black Wave” stout.
Brains Brewery Late last year came the news that Marstons would be running
Brains pubs, saving 1300 jobs. This involves 156 of the brewers pubs, most of
which are in Wales.
However a recent news report has revealed that their beer may be brewed outside
Wales They have brewed in Cardiff since 1882 and if they close the brewery, its
not clear where their beers will be brewed. Well known brews include Dark, Rev
James and SA ( sometimes called Skull Attack).
The Small Brewers Relief ( SBR) petition is still open and
has reached 51,523, a modest increase on last month. The
Treasury are now having technical discussion with Industry
Bodies
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/334066
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REGIONAL NEWS
There is a village in North Yorkshire on the road between Scotch Corner and
Richmond called Skeeby. Their pub, The Travellers Rest closed in 2008,
according to the “Richmondshire Today”.
The owner at the time tried to get planning permission to turn it into a house but
this was turned down by the local planners. The building is now up for sale. The
Skeeby Community Pub Society have launched an appeal to buy the pub, and
have sought support from the local council and their MP, who happens to be Rishi
Sunak the Chancellor.
The second pub is in a tiny village called Holwick in Co Durham near Middleton in
Teesdale on the south side of the River Tees. The Strathmore Arms is a former
entry in the Good Beer Guide.
According to The Teasdale Mercury, the owner applied for permission to convert
the pub into a house. It had been put up for sale at the beginning of 2020 but no
suitable bids were received so the sale was withdrawn. A campaign was launched
to protect it which Durham CAMRA have supported. Although as it stands the pub
will not reopen as a buyer is still to be found.
In December the Harrogate Advertiser reported that at the ( online) Guild of Beer
Writers Annual Awards, the title of Brewer of the Year had been awarded to Oliver
Fozard of Roosters Brewery.
The brewery was first set up in Knaresborough in 1993 by Sean and Alison Franklin. They retired in 2011 and Roosters is now owned and operated by Ian Fozard
and his two sons. They have since moved to a larger site in Harrogate. Two
notable beers are Yankee and Baby Faced Assassin.
Their beers have featured at our Beer Festivals.
Cider quality A CAMRA Learn & Discover video guide
Susie Mansfield, Landlady of the Station House in Durham,
and bottle shop and tap room Fram Ferment, has developed
this video guide on Cider Quality to encourage drinkers to
think about all aspects of the cider drinking experience: the
approach by the venue towards selection, cellaring, dispense
and the condition of the cider itself.

t

Susie is a certified cider pommelier and the video, which
lasts 12 minutes (for CAMRA members) can be found here :https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/learn-more/learn-more-about-cider/ciderquality/
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PRESS RELEASES
CAMRA
7th Jan - Let pubs trade as off licences during lockdown to save our locals,
Government urged
Over six thousand pub-goers have flooded MPs’ inboxes to seek fair treatment for
pubs and to protect cask beer during the third lockdown in England.
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/let-pubs-trade-as-off-licences-duringlockdown-to-save-our-locals-government-urged/
5th Jan - Pubs and breweries need more financial support to survive new
lockdown
Responding to the new national lockdown in England and the announcement for
grants of up to £9,000 for hospitality businesses, CAMRA Chairman Nik Antona
said: “The national lockdown is yet another devastating blow for an already
struggling industry, which follows hot on the heels of nearly a year of restrictions,
curfews and forced closures
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/pubs-and-breweries-need-more-financialsupport-to-survive-new-lockdown-camra/
SIBA ( SOCIETY OF INDEPENDENT BREWERS) have issued three responses
since the current lockdown was announced, These are summarised below :SIBA’S response to the Chancellor’s financial support and lockdown 3 :“This is simply the next blow after months of struggle for England’s community
pubs and small breweries.
https://www.siba.co.uk/2021/01/05/sibas-response-chancellors-financialsupport-lockdown-3/
Prime Minister needs to make it his New Year’s resolution to help small
breweries :Over three hundred small independent breweries have signed a letter by SIBA to
the Prime Minister, calling on him to commit to proper support for the sector which
has been decimated by Covid lockdown in 2020.
https://www.siba.co.uk/2021/01/01/prime-minister-needs-make-new-yearsresolution-help-small-breweries/
Tryanuary Plans Change in Response to National Lockdown ( see also p3) :Tryanuary to be extended beyond January, until the end of the current lockdown
https://www.siba.co.uk/2021/01/05/tryanuary-plans-change-in-response-tonational-lockdown/
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Internal Memorandum
Help us celebrate and promote volunteering in our golden year
As we plan our 50th anniversary celebrations and reflections –on CAMRA’s amazing
work since 1971 and looking to the future –we’d love to share what volunteering has
meant, and continues to mean,to you.
Your quotes, experiences, memorable moments and hopes for the future will help
engage more members, and non-members alike, to get involved.
Please complete our CAMRA Volunteering survey/form https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZFRJGJ8
and share with your branch members via email and social media. The survey is
open to all members who take on any volunteering role for CAMRA.
We’ll be using some of the survey responses in our communications leading up to,
and including, National Volunteers Week 1-7 June 2021.
Thanks in advance of your help –and for more information on any aspect of
volunteering please contact volunteer.services@camra.org.uk
Abigail Newton
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THE BREWERIES OF TYNE & WEAR
On a rainy afternoon
before Xmas I was flicking
through my Good Beer
Guide and studied the list
of breweries in Tyne &
Wear. There are 27 ( plus
one not yet in the guide)
and it was noticeable how
many are north of the
River Tyne …22, with the
bulk of these in
Newcastle. So time to find
out who and where they
all are.
Almasty - The brewery
started up in 2014 on an
industrial estate in
Shiremoor, North
Tyneside. They also have
a shop and taproom in
Benfield Business Park.
The official launch of the
brewery was August 1st
2014 at the Free Trade
Inn, Byker. They
specialise in unfined and
unfiltered beers.
Apparently Almasty
means “The Wild One” a
name used to describe
Siberian or Eastern
European mystical Yeti
like creatures.
Presumably none in
Shiremoor then?
Anarchy started life in
Stannington
Northumberland in 2014
as Brew Star. A name
changed was forced on
them as a result of legal

action by Brewsters of
Grantham. They moved to
Newcastle Benfield
Business Park (yes, same
place as Almasty!) in
2018.
Big Lamp was founded in
1982 at the top of
Westgate Hill Newcastle
beside the former site of a
local landmark, The Big
Lamp .This is the oldest
microbrewery in the North
East. They moved to their
current premises, a
former water pumping

Brinkburn Street was
also established in 2015
only this time in Byker
Newcastle. Initially in
Hoults Yard (now home to
Full Circle Brewery), they
moved to their current
home in nearby Hume

Street in Ouseburn in
2018. The brewery
incorporates a bar and
eaterie.

station, in 1997. Attached
to the brewery is the
Keelman pub and
restaurant and is part of
the Tyne Riverside
Country Park in Newburn.
Their other pub is the
Wheat Sheaf in Felling.
Box Social was
established in 2015 and
also based in Newburn !
Initially as a small
operation they moved into
larger premises in 2019.
They also have a pub in
one of the railway arches
in Forth Street Newcastle

Cullercoats Brewery isn’t
actually in Cullercoats
(although their registered
office is), but in a small
industrial estate just to the
west of Wallsend town
centre. Set up in 2011
they concentrate on cask
and bottled conditioned
beers with a lifeboat
theme. They support the
RNLI rather than advertise.
Darwin/Brewlab is a
much travelled brewery.
Set up in 1997 at Brewlab
in Sunderland University,
Continued Over
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they then moved to
Crook, then moved back
to Sunderland in 2002.
They bought the defunct
Butterknowle Brewery
(Co Durham) kit and set
up in the city centre, then
moved to their present

address near the north
end of the Queen
Alexandra Bridge.
Dog & Rabbit This is a
micropub in the Dog and

present and future beers,
along with collaborations
with other breweries and
local pubs.

perhaps?). They started
life in Berwick as the
Border Brewing Company
in 1994.

Firebrick have occupied
three units in Blaydon
Business Centre since
2013. Most of their pump
clips have a recognisable
design, making them easy
to spot. Before Xmas they
opened a shop in the
Newcastle Grainger
Market.

When they became short
of space so in 2000
moved to Byker ( yes
another Byker Brewery).
They used the plant from
the liquidated Four Rivers
Brewery of Byker, and as
this brewery used to be
called the Hadrian
Brewery, the current
name was adopted. Soon
expansion was again
needed so they moved to
their current site, a former
pickle factory in Newburn
in 2010.

Flash House was
established in 2016 in a
small back street unit
close to North Shields
Fish Quay. The brewery
has a taproom.
Full Circle are new to the
2021 Good Beer Guide,
This new brewery was set
up in 2019 and is located
in Hoults Yard ( see
Brinkburn St ), off Walker
Road Byker. It’s not far
from Tyne Bank Brewery.

Rabbit pub, Whitley Bay.
The brewery was set up
there in 2016.
Errant are located in a
railway arch under the
main line coming out of
the west end of Newcastle
Station, Errant have been
there since 2015. They
offer several speciality
beers and their website
makes for interesting
reading, showing past,

Great North Eastern known as GNEB for short,
they started brewing in
2016 close to the site of
the former Federation
Brewery in Dunston. The
names of some of their
beers may look familiar,
being those of the now
defunct Jarrow Brewery.
Hadrian & Border is the
third brewery to be found
in Newburn ( the
Tadcaster of Newcastle

Recent winner of a
Tyneside &
Northumberland CAMRA
Local Heroes Award.
Maxim were set up as the

Double Maxim Beer
Company following the
demise of Vaux Brewery
in 1999. Initially brewing
was contracted out till a
new brewery was opened
in 2007 in Rainton Bridge
Houghton Le Spring.
Continued Over
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As well as cask they are a
supplier of the major
supermarkets and their
bottled beers have been
for sale as a drive thru
last year throughout the
lockdowns.

Out There are another
Byker based brewery very
close to Brinkburn Street
Brewery in a small
industrial estate. They
have been around since
2012

Metalhead are new to the
guide, having started
brewing in West Chirton
Industrial Estate, North
Shields in 2019.

Stu Brew was launched
in 2013 as Europe’s first
student run microbrewery
at Newcastle University.
Their beers can be found
on campus and also in
and around Newcastle.

Newcastle Brewing Ltd
can be found in Ouseburn
under Byker Bridge.
Beginning life in 2015, this
family brewery must have
been surprised there
wasn’t another brewery
already in existence !
Northern Alchemy
began life in a shipping
container next to the
Cumberland Arms Byker
in 2014. Three years later
they moved north about
half a mile away to larger
premises
One More Than Two
Brew is a new brewery
(2020) in South Shields,

incorporating a brewery
tap just to the south of the
town centre. As well as
the bar they have a bottle
shop.

Tavernale can be found
in the Bridge Tavern on
Newcastle’s Quayside
underneath the Tyne
Bridge. Their beers can
only be found in the pub
and all are one-offs. They
brew in association with
Wylam Brewery.
Three Kings is a North
Shields based brewery
which started up in 2012
and have steadily
increased production
since then.
The Olde Potting Shed ,
also known as TOPS
started brewing in the
village of High Spen in
2013. Located on the
main road that eventually
leads north to Ryton, they
supply local pubs
Two By Two are a
Wallsend based brewery
established in 2014. In
common it seems with
most local breweries, they
increased capacity in
2018.

Tyne Bank were
established close to the
river and Byker in the east
end of Newcastle in 2011.
The popularity of their
beers meant an expansion was required so after
crowdfunding, they moved
close by in 2016. Their
brewery incorporates a
bar and events space.
Vaux brewery ( not in
GBG yet) was launched in
2019 using contract
breweries for their beers.
See page six for more.
Whitley Bay brewery can
be found in a brewery tap
in the town centre Another
microbrewery that had to
expand to meet demand
moving to their current
address in 2018
Wylam Brewery started

life in 2000 as a farm
brewery next to the
Military Road near
Heddon on the Wall
Northumberland. They
moved to Newcastle in
2016, taking over the
Palace of the Arts in the
Exhibition Park, which is
now a brewery, a tap
room and entertainment
venue
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ORIGINS OF WHISK(E)Y by Sid Dobson
The old Gaelic proverb
“An rud nach leigheasann
im ná uisce beatha níl aon
leigheas air.” translates to
“What butter or whiskey
does not cure cannot be
cured.” and is often
shortened to “What
whiskey does not cure
cannot be cured.”
Whiskey is often referred
to as ‘Uisce Beatha’ or
‘water of life’ ever since
Irish monks of the early
Middle Ages coined the
phrase and applied it to
distilled alcohol.
Whisky distillation was not
introduced to the British
Isles by Scotland - as
most people believe – but
rather by Ireland! Irish
whiskey (spelt with an ‘e’)
pre-dates distillation in
Scotland by about 250
years. Legend has it that
travelling Irish monks
learned of distillation in
the East and brought it
back to Ireland as early as
1000 with the earliest
records being around
1527.
The ‘Grant to Distil’ was
signed in 1608 by King
James I and given to Sir
Thomas Phillips, an Irish
Adventurer, making the
Old Bushmills Distillery in
the village of Bushmills in
County Antrim the oldest
licensed Whisk(e)y
distillery in the world. It

has been distilling there
for over 400 years using
the unique water from St.
Columb’s Rill a tributary of
the river Bush, and Irish
barley. Early Irish
Whiskey was drunk
unaged and flavoured
with herbs.
A few years later England
imposed taxation on
whiskey – at the
exorbitant cost of 4p per
gallon. Despite this, the
distillation industry
increased hugely and by
the end of the 19th
Century there were
around 2,000 stills in
operation (though many of
them were illegal!) with
the result that Irish
Whiskey was the most
popular spirit in the world.
Then in the middle of the
19th Century all whisky
producers received a
huge boost to sales, when
the Phylloxera virus
decimated French
vineyards and their wine
industry, especially in the
Cognac regions. With a
nation of drinkers still
eager for strong liquor the
locals turned to whisky as
a substitute to Cognac or
Armagnac and even to
this day the French still
drink more whisky than
Cognac!

in the early 1900s the
Irish Temperance
movement expanded; the
great famine decimated
the population with a
million deaths and a
further million emigrating;
Scottish distilleries fought
back, buying and closing
distilleries, war and
independence then US
prohibition virtually cut all
trade there. The industry
was reduced to just one
company - Irish Distillers
Ltd - and two distilleries:
New Midleton in Cork and
Bushmills in the North.
Fortunately over recent
years Irish whiskey has
seen a resurgence in
popularity since the late
twentieth century and has
been the fastest-growing
spirit in the world every
year since 1990. Exports
have been growing by
over 15% per annum,
existing distilleries have
been expanded and a
number of new distilleries
constructed. As of June
2019, Ireland has 25
distilleries in operation,
with a further 24 either
planned or under
development!
“Always carry a flagon of
whiskey in case of
snakebite and furthermore
always carry a small
snake.” - WC Fields

Sadly the good times for
Irish Whiskey didn’t last –
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NOT IN THE PUB QUIZ
(Answers on next page)
1

Which ale enthusiast TV detective was played by John Thaw?

2

What is the second book in the Old Testament?

3

The Abba Museum is located on an island in which capital city?

4

Which sporting event reportedly attracts a live crowd of 12 million ?

5

Who was the lead singer of the group The Commodores till 1982?

6

Which actor played Smokey in the Smokey & The Bandit films ?

7
8

Which Warner Brothers cartoon character is named after an American
National Park?
Name the silent film actor who was born in London in 1889?

9

Which Irish singer embarked on a solo career after leaving Clannad in 1982?

10 Which US magician made the Statue of Liberty “disappear” on TV in 1983
11 Name the 1993 film about the Jamaican Olympic bobsleigh team
12 What is the Spanish for beer ?
13 Peter Capaldi played the Director of Communications in “The Thick Of It” name the character.
14 Which 1980’s comedy series was written by Rik Mayall, Lise Mayer and Ben
Elton?
15 The town of Kirkaldy lies on which firth?
16 The county of Cumbria borders four English counties, Northumberland, North
Yorkshire, Lancashire and which other ?
17 What connects Emily Bronte and Kate Bush, other than Wuthering Heights ?
18 How many pairs of contestants start the TV quiz show Pointless ?
19 Which family brewer produces these beers :- Dark, Rev James and SA ?
20 In which North East town is a pub named after Stan Laurel called the Stanley
Jefferson?
You may have heard of the joke :A horse walks into a bar and the barman ask - “Why the long face ?”
Here a few more “gems”
A question mark walks into a bar?
Two quotation marks walk into a “bar”
Arial, Times New Roman and Papyrus walk into a bar and the bar man says “ get
out, we don’t serve your type!”
More contributions welcome
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AND FINALLY - QUIZ ANSWERS
1
2
3

Inspector Morse
Exodus
Stockholm

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Tour De France
Lionel Richie
Burt Reynolds
Yosemite Sam
Charlie Chaplin
Enya
David Copperfield
Cool Runnings
Cerveza
Malcolm Tucker
The Young Ones
Firth of Forth
County Durham

Both born on July 30th ( not at the
same time though !!
18 Four
19 Brains
20 Bishop Auckland

Sunderland & South Tyneside CAMRA: Contact Information

—--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Website:

https://sst.camra.org.uk/

General issues/ queries Email:contact@sst.camra.org.uk
Pubs & Clubs. Email: sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com
Magazine enquiries Email:magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
Advertising Email:ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
Social Media:
Twitter:
Facebook:
Facebook:
Instagram:

@SST_CAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/SSTCAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSTCAMRA/ (Discussion Group)
https://instagram.com/sst_camra

Views expressed in this publication may not be necessarily those of CAMRA
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