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RESULTS OF BRANCH QUESTIONNAIRE
Last month a second
online questionnaire was
sent out to branch
members who haven't
opted out to receive
emails. The results are
now in and have been
reviewed.

The questionnaire was
emailed to 378 members ,
read by 195 with 116
responses. Thanks to
everyone who took the
time to complete it. All
these returns are
anonymous and comply
with GDPR ( General
Data Protection

Regulation) Below are a
reminder of the questions
The results of questions
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 ;
Section 2 Q1 & Q2 and
Section 3 are shown in
graph form on the
following pages, along
with a summary of the
remaining questions.

Section 1.

Section 2. Branch

Communications.

1. Did you complete part 1 of the survey
in late May?
2. Where do you live? (First part of postcode)
3. Your Age.
4. Your Gender.
5. Post Lockdown, how often are you
visiting pubs/clubs?
6. Your main reason(s) for pub/club
going or continuing to avoid these
venues?
7. Post Lockdown, where have you been
buying your beer/cider?
8. Post lockdown in your opinion are you
drinking (Beer & Cider only) :9. Since pubs have reopened with social
distancing rules enforced , what is your
main experience of using them. (If
you’ve not yet visited pubs/clubs skip
this question.
Comments : Let us have any thoughts
on life post lockdown in our pubs &
clubs, your experiences & how it's
impacting you.

CAMRA are unable to hold monthly
branch meetings or put printed newsletters or magazines into pubs so we have
started producing a monthly
online
newsletter.
1. Have you read a copy of this
newsletter.
2. How informative/useful do you find
the content?
3. Do you have any comments on the
newsletter content?
Section 3. Good Beer Guide (GBG) 2021
Our branch contribution into the 2021
GBG was returned to the editors prior to
pubs closing for COVID19 lockdown.
The new edition will be published a
month later than usual(October) with pub
opening times removed & a cover note
warning some of the content for some
pubs may not be accurate due to the
closure pf pubs for the pandemic. Do
you intend buying GBG 2021?
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Very Negative

Very Positive

Very Negative

Very Positive
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At first I wasn't going to order the Good Beer Guide this year, with the possibility
that some entries would be out of date. However I have since changed my mind.
So look out for a review in the next newsletter.
Summary of Questions 6, 10 & 13
6. Your main reason[s]
for pub/club going or
continuing to avoid
these venues?

10. Comments: Let us
have any thoughts on
life post lockdown in our
pubs & clubs, your
experiences & how its
impacting you.

13. Do you have any
comments on the
newsletter content?

Because of the lockdown
Looking at the question
the production of CAMRA
about how often you visit
Angle has been
pubs, over 18% ( 21
For those that have
suspended. However there
respondents) are still
ventured out it appears
is still plenty of news out
avoiding pubs for COVID that most people have had there so I felt that a regular
reasons and concerns
different experiences.
newsletter would fill the
some people wont be as
Some have felt safe and
gap. I asked for this
diligent as others . This is have sympathy for the
question to be added to
reflected in some of the
pubs, others are
this survey for feedback on
comments.
concerned that not all of
whether this online edition
the new “rules” by pubs or is needed. It appears it is
While some are wary
drinkers are being
so thanks for bothering to
many have returned to
followed. I know of the
reply with encouraging
pubs for the same reason pubs I’ve visited over the comments.
they did before ; the beer, last three months I have
the conversation, meeting felt safe and comfortable in PS quiz this month is
other people, the general all of them, some have
easier !.
pub atmosphere
interpreted the rules in
their own way.
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17/09/2020

CAMRA PRESS RELEASE - 17th Sept

North East’s pubs will need financial help to survive
Commenting on the decision to close pubs at 10pm as well as the imposition of
restrictions on going to the pub with anyone outside your own household in County
Durham, Tyne & Wear and Northumberland, National Chairman of CAMRA Nik
Antona said:
“These restrictions will be a big cause for concern for pubs in the region and their
ability to stay open, turn a profit and pay their staff.
“The vast majority of pubs and pub–goers in the North East and across the country
are doing the right thing. They are acting responsibly and willing to do whatever is
necessary to provide a safe, Covid-secure place for communities to meet and
enjoy the well-being benefits of having a pint with friends and family.
“Ministers should now provide evidence that curfews and restrictions on who you
can go to the pub with will be effective in reducing transmission of Covid-19, as
well as emphasising that it’s still safe to go to the pub with your own household if
you follow the rules. Otherwise, we could see a huge financial impact on viable
pubs who are already operating under much tighter restrictions than other businesses, with no positive effect on controlling the virus.
“The Government should also introduce a new financial support package and
extend the furlough scheme for affected pubs to help them cope with reduced
trade that will come as a result of these restrictions. This is the only way to avoid
permanent pub closures and further job losses.
“CAMRA continues to encourage people in the North East to use pubs in a safe
and responsible way during this period of restrictions in order to support our wellloved locals during these tough times.”

See also a letter to Matt Hancock, Secretary of State for Health & Social Care on
the next page.
For more CAMRA Press Releases, some in a similar vein, go to :https://camra.org.uk/about/media-centre/press-releases/
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CAMRA calls on the Government to publish scientific evidence to
support new pub restrictions
The full text of the letter from CAMRA National Chairman Nik Antona to Health Secretary Matt
Hancock is as follows:
The Rt Hon Matt Hancock MP
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care
29 September 2020
Dear Mr Hancock,
We are writing to you from CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale, regarding the imposition of the
10 pm curfew on pubs and other hospitality businesses in England. We are UK wide consumer
group representing nearly 180,000 consumers and pub-goers, and we campaign in support of
the thousands of publicans across the country that are providing a COVID secure, safe space for
consumers to socialise in limited numbers.
Pub– goers, brewers and publicans alike want to stop the spread of COVID-19, but we have concerns that the evidential basis for the curfew is lacking, and that Government actions are
reducing consumer confidence in pub-going. Under current trading conditions, many pubs and
breweries will not last until Christmas.
We note that so far, no data has been released by the Government that suggests that pubs and
hospitality businesses are a major source of transmissions. In fact, the latest Public Health
England surveillance report suggests that hospitality venues are not a major source of transmissions compared to other settings.
Furthermore, there have been worrying scenes of crowds outside venues across the country at
curfew time. This is something that many publicans forewarned of and is also something that
they are powerless to prevent for fear of being in breach of the new regulations.
This measure is punishing the thousands of responsible publicans across England who are providing a COVID-secure environment for their communities, while already operating at greatly
reduced levels in their efforts to keep their customers safe. If the Government wants to continue
with this policy, a financial support package must be announced immediately or communities will
lose their local forever, people will lose their jobs, and publicans and brewers their livelihoods.
We note that in a response to a written Parliamentary Question regarding the evidential basis for
imposing a 10 pm curfew on pubs, that the Government responded:
“The Department of Health and Social Care has indicated that it will not be possible to answer
this question within the usual time period. An answer is being prepared and will be provided as
soon as it is available.”
The future of thousands of pubs hangs in the balance and it is therefore imperative that these
questions are answered now, and financial support is provided before the beer and pub sector is
decimated. The Government should not impose restrictions that target one sector without explanation or evidence, which, so far, we have not seen.
We are asking that your Department publish the evidence behind this decision now, and that you
ensure that the Government provide a proper financial support package to save pubs and brewers from certain closure.
Yours sincerely,
Nik Antona – National Chairman

Tom Stainer – Chief Executive
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Below are the latest and previous months for comparison.
MAR
National

APR

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUG

191979 190355 188245 186304 184849 183317

SEPT
181741

Sunderland & Sth Tyneside

660

643

641

626

625

625

612

Cleveland

899

891

878

861

855

848

842

Darlington

454

450

450

445

442

434

430

Durham

849

842

842

837

837

827

813

Tyneside & Northumberland

2079

2060

2052

2042

2021

1995

1982

So, Nationally, we are at
181,741 which is a drop of
1576 from last month. We
continue to develop the
membership proposition
content and online offers
as well as promoting all of
the exceptional
campaigning work going
on across the country but
it will continue to be a
challenging environment
at the moment. In the past
12 months we have seen
a 5.6% decrease in
membership overall.
On "our patch" we have
sadly lost another 13
members but

hopefully, when things
improve they will return to
us. Just when we thought
we were beginning to turn
a corner, here we are with
further restrictions and
from what I've seen in the
past week or so, some of
our pubs are really
starting to struggle.
Rumours abound that a
number of places in South
Shields (not all necessary
real ale establishments)
will have to close again
for the time being due to
lack of custom. The
revamped Wouldhave is
doing alright but with a

reduction of the cask
beers on offer, but this, it
is said, is the reason why
many other places in town
are not doing as well.
I've been asked to point
out that Amber Taverns,
Stonegate and
Wetherspoons will all
accept vouchers with
table service, not app, as
long as the customer
makes it known to the
person waiting their table
when they order drinks.
Peter Tong, Membership
Secretary
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PUB WATCH
On 22nd September Alex & Steph would have
celebrated five years The Marine in South
Shields being open but for the branch pub of the
year, the party is on hold. As they say, here’s to
the next five years. Also they announced that,
because of the latest restrictions they will close
Monday & Tuesday, while closing earlier the rest
of the week. An article from the CAMRA Angle
archives is on page 13.
At the other end of Ocean Road, The Criterion
are brewing their own beer, albeit on a small
scale. Their first beer sold out and a coffee porter
was next to be brewed. The pub is closed on
Mondays
Meanwhile The Trimmers Arms has regretfully
announced that after an event weekend on the
9th, 10th and 11th October they will not be
renewing the lease. The pub will then close.
More bad news to report. The Peacock in
Sunderland, The Mid Boldon Club
(Branch Club of the Year) and The Old Ship in
Harton have announced closed until further
notice.
The Riverside Bar & Kitchen will only be open
at weekends for the time being
Still in South Shields, planning permission has
been granted for Jack’s Yard ( a mini “stack” to
be set up on the former Clover & Wolf outside
terrace. This is in between The Wouldhave and
Hogarths, On the subject of stacks, in Seaburn
the Stacks opened last month. Opposite the sea
front in between The Promenade pub and
Morrisons It appears to be mainly a foodie place
with no evidence of any real ale.
More Shields news. The Cyprus Hotel on
Chichester Road ( pronounced Cheyechester I
keep getting told ) is now selling real ale. A
Camerons pub so a recent visit found Strongarm
on. This will be available from a Friday over the
weekend until it runs out. As well as having a
smart exterior, inside one the locals appears to
be an old suit of armour.
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PUB PROTECTION REPORT

This has been another
quiet month with no
planning applications
targeting pubs for change
of use or demolition.
This seems like good
news but the current
COVID19 restrictions on
pubs gives most of us an
uneasy sense of
foreboding.
Despite the good news of
a few new ventures there
are a number of pubs in
the branch area that have
never reopened since the
March lockdown or have
shut their doors again
since reopening in July
due to lack of trade,
spiraling debts or new restrictions. A number of
others appear to be
teetering on the brink
despite the efforts of
some heroic landlords &
staff.

We undoubtedly will lose

Here’s a useful guide:

a few pubs in the months
ahead so we must
prepare now for fighting
for the ones we can help.
CAMRA is ready to
support the fight to save
any pub. It doesn’t have
to be a “real ale pub”.

https://drive.google.com/fil
e/d/12hcEVamr_1fiIW_PZ
l5lMpWyIKSdKLqG/view?
usp=sharing

However CAMRA &
myself, the branch pub
protection officer, can’t
lead the fight, we can only
support. The lead has to
come from the community
who benefit from the pubs
existence.
If you have any concerns
about your local or
favourite pub now is the
time to start preparing for
that fight. With luck you
may not need to….but get
organised now!

You can also help the
fight to save pubs by
sending us any
news/information you
come across.
·

Use Whatpub: Every
entry has a “Submit
Updates” tab you can
use to message us.

·

Or use the contact
form on our website:
https://sst.camra.org.uk
/wordpress/?page_id=
32

·

Else email to:
contact@sst.camra.org
.uk

Ian Monteith Preston
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FROM THE ARCHIVES - CAMRA ANGLE ISSUE 43 - SPRING
2016 - Robin Sanderson.
The Marine public house
is an imposing building on
the corner of Ocean Road
and Seafield Terrace,
adjacent to the North and
South Marine Parks in
South Shields.
Its future development is
now in the capable hands
of Alex Chandler and his

return of cask ales to the
bar of The Marine.
Theirs is a sound
approach, with one ale
always available and another at weekends. It is
sometimes easy to fall
into the trap of installing
more handpulls than can
be initially justified. Better
then to build more slowly
and attract customers
with one well-kept ale
than several less so.

Alex and Steph source
their ales mainly from
local breweries such as
Creedence and
Cullercoats, but keep an
eye out for interesting
Steph Oliphant and Alex Chandler
ales from their wholesaler
too - hence the Dark Star
“Hophead” on offer at the
time of my visit. Settling in
partner Steph Oliphant,
the cellar at that time
who took over the freewere two wooden casks
hold property in late
of ale, in preparation for a
September 2015. The
visit from the Society for
couple have considerable the Preservation of Beer
experience in the pub
from the Wood.
trade, having worked together at The Plough in
Looking forward to their
Cramlington. Prior to that
first South Shields Easter
Alex worked in the
weekend and its influx of
Fitzgeralds group.
visitors, Steph and Alex
This friendly couple have
will be opening the
plans for The Marine,
Marine’s kitchen just
plans which will take time before the Bank Holiday
and careful consideration. weekend. They plan to
One of their first
serve Sunday dinners,
intentions, swiftly
and to have separate
accomplished, was the

lunchtime and evening
menus. The evening
meals will focus on
providing traditional
‘home-style traditional’
dishes as an alternative
to the more exotic
offerings to be found in
Ocean Road.
The pleasant open plan
bar area is extensive with
split-levels providing a
range of seating-spaces.
A pool table and dart
provide customers with
sporting opportunities,
whilst pleasant and nonintrusive music is also
present. Plans also
include live music, with
one such event to be held
on 14th May 2016, with
local band Rivelino as the
attraction.
The Marine is a ten
minute walk from the
South Shields Metro/Bus
interchange, with several
buses stopping within a
few yards.
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Pub Review - The Wouldhave
My second visit to
the Woudhave since
it re-opened on 14th
September following
the completion of a
major £2.2m refit. My
first visit, four days
following the re
opening found
problems with staff
supervision around
track and trace,
knowing how and
where to queue for
your drinks and staff
hanging around
looking as confused
as their clientele!
Today though, my
experience was much
better. Helpful staff and a
decent pint and food. The
pub has doubled in size
following the purchase of
the old Mile End Social
Club with the dividing wall
having been knocked
through and the new bar
positioned on the far wall
with the old one being a
counter for staff to collect

beers were £1.99 a pint
with the place fairly busy
considering further
government restrictions
around meetings, having
just been imposed.
This place is definitely
worth a trip. It's typical
Wetherspoons, you know
what you are going to get
but from my point of
view, I've nearly always
been satisfied and the
pub is more or less at the
end of my street!

food orders with the
kitchen having been
moved from upstairs.
There are 12 hand pulls
with a limited choice at
the moment, most are
being duplicated. Table
service meant that staff
had to know their beers
and I was pleased to see
that my server was very
knowledgeable. Most

For the record, the cask
beer available was
Northumberland Blonde
from Mordue, Theakston's
Old Peculiar (which I
enjoyed) and three
regulars, Doom Bar,
Abbot and Ruddles. There
is also a large beer
garden to the rear which
was proving popular.
Peter Tong
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BREWERY NEWS 1 More Than 2 Brew
Nearly two years in the planning, the 1 More than 2 Brewery and bar finally
opened on September 12th. They have recently revised their opening times; Friday
3pm- 8pm, Saturday Noon -10pm, Sunday 1pm - 9 pm. The rest of the time a
takeaway service will be offered, supplying local beers.
Five beers are brewed and have been given rather long names. So the two beers
mentioned below, Ruby and Red IPA, are called respectively “After The Third Pint
We Ended Putting Knickers On The Dog “ and “From The Lighthouse I Saw Her
Dancing In The Sand”. - No,me neither….
Branch members Stan Johnson and Dave Brazier were there for the grand
opening. So thanks to Stan for the review and photographs. Also thanks to owner
Chris Donovan for the use of some of his social media photos.
pallet.
Upon arrival, we were
greeted warmly, our
A brief chat with one of
temperatures were taken
the owners revealed that
at the gate and we were
a conscious decision was
encouraged to scan a QR
made early on to go this
code to register for trackway rather than have a
and-trace. This seemed to
pristine, well-matched
take a while to complete
aesthetic.
however.
There was some sage
that door being
permanently open).

We passed a lot of
outdoor seating including a large astroturfed
area bordered by rope,
planters and a wicker
fence.
Entry to the bar area
was via a large roller
door (I hope there’s
another way to enter in
the winter as it would
get mighty cold with

In common with many
micropubs I’ve visited, the
décor is piecemeal in
nature with mismatched
furniture and unevenly
sized planks lining the
walls. The pictures seem
to be framed with bits of
advice daubed on one
wall encouraging
customers “not to lick
anything” !
Continued Over
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There were six
handpulls; five with
their own brews and one
Darwin brew (I forget
which). We started with
their Ruby which was
perfectly fine but nothing
special (I like ruby ales
but this one was a little
thin for my liking – not
earthy enough).
Next, we tried the Red
IPA - again, nothing
earth-shatteringly different
but a tasty pint. I preferred
the IPA while Dave ( ever
the contrarian) preferred
the Ruby.

Finding 1 More Than 2 , and The Cyprus !

Dolly Peel

Cyprus Hotel

1 More Than 2
Bus Stop ( No 12)

@Openstreetmap 2020

The place was starting to
fill up nicely by then so we
took our leave and

toddled off to the Dolly
Peel nearby for a
surprisingly good pint of
Landlord.

MAXIM BREWERY UPDATE
Mark Anderson, brewery Managing Director, reports that their successful drive thru
service continues for bottle and minicasks, although not as busy as during the
summer when the pubs were shut. Now, pub sales have slowed right down to
about 40% pre lockdown..
Contract bottling for supermarkets and clubs continues The current specials,
Medusa & Dark Knight are still available but no more specials/ seasonal brews are
planned just yet so at some point there may be less mini cask availability, Its a
case of wait and see.
Bottles available are Double Maxim, Maximus, Swedish Blonde, Raspberry Porter,
Samson, American Pride,Simcoe Kid, & Maxim Pils.
Call 0191 5848844 to place an order and confirm minicask availability.
As reported in the last issue, Hydrology - Hops at Home have launched their
online delivery service. They opened last week with deliveries starting twice a
week from October 4th. There is no click and collect service.
Local deliveries include South Tyneside, parts of Gateshead, Sunderland and
Washington Check their website for more details about this, as well as about
minimum orders, any free delivery, and of course what beer they sell !
https://www.hydrologycraftbeer.co.uk/
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UPDATE FROM DARWIN BREWERY
As we all know, it’s a very
challenging time for
everyone in the hospitality
industry at the moment.
We are doing our best to
try and keep cask, keg
and bottle products
continuously available.
Over the coming month
we will try and move as
much bottle and mini-cask
beers to direct customers,
as we anticipate that more
people will stay at home
given the current
restrictions.
I hope to be able to
source and produce
mini-casks in a cost
efficient way as possible,
so we can make them as

good value as we can for
the end consumer.
The ongoing situation with
the pandemic has meant
adjusting our plans, often
on a week-by-week basis!
So, unfortunately some
beers I had planned have
been postponed. We do
have a new one off, Plum
Harvest Porter, made
with plums, vanilla and
muscovado sugar in
addition to a great grain
bill, so look out for that.

Gavin Sutherland
Brewing & Development
Manager

Locally, Ship Isis and
Cask Lounge, South
Shields are taking casks
of it this week.

A quick update about Vaux Brewery. They have acquired premises in Monk St
Sunderland ( it’s in between Tesco and the Wheatsheaf) for a brewery and
taproom. They will be doing a fit out over the next couple of months.

You may have heard on the grapevine about a new Sunderland brewery called
North Pier. Like I did you may naturally think - “Roker”. Wrong. The Durham
CAMRA Branch have tracked them down to Tow Law in County Durham. Couldn’t
get any further from the sea !
More Regional Brewery news on the next page
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REGIONAL NEWS
Coming Soon. Tony & Kay Killeen, of Temptation
and Arcane Bridge Brewery fame, now have a
license for their new venture in Newcastle ;
2 Knives Bar & Kitchen.
It is located in Hoults Yard, just off Walker Road in
the east end of the city. They have launched a
crowdfunder.
Thanks to Tony for the use of his photo.
Twice Brewed Brewery, next to Twice Brewed
pub on the Military Road near Hadrian's Wall,
started brewing in 2017. The Hexham Courant
reported that this year is its busiest ever.
As well brewing such beers as Ale Caesar and
Sycamore Gap, they started Pub In A Box
deliveries. This included, beer, pub snacks and
even a pub quiz !
In Durham branch George Samuel Brewery
closed down in Spennymoor at the end of 2018.
They have since reemerged in that real ale desert
called Shildon Co Durham, with a Canteen Bar &
Kitchen. For me their best beer is a porter called
Harvey. The last time I had it was March 2019.

This year three Wetherspoons pubs in our region
have had major refurbishments. The Wouldhave
in South Shields, Five Swans & Cygnets in
Newcastle and The Wicket Gate in Chester le
Street. The latter is somewhat different in that it
has now had a roof garden built on to the roof .
Just room to squeeze in the news that Durham CAMRA have produced a couple of
online newsletters :https://www.camradurham.org.uk/sites/default/files/drinker/lds.pdf
https://www.camradurham.org.uk/sites/default/files/drinker/lds2.pdf
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October is CAMRA’s cider month and some cider and perry focused content is
available on CAMRA’s online learning platform ‘Learn & Discover’. The platform is
split into three areas. Examples from two of them are as shown below.
THE BASICS for beginners
What is real cider ?
Introduction to tasting cider James Finch.
Women in cider - Cath Potter
(CAMRA volunteer and
Pommelier)
Beginners guide to cider
terminology – James Finch.

https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/
Learn about real cider and why CAMRA
champions it.
A video guide.
A pommelier is the name for a cider specialist
– like a sommelier is to wine.
An introductory guide.

LEARN MORE for enthusiasts - https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/learnIncludes the following :more/learn-more-about-cider/
Enthusiasts guide to cider
terminology – James Finch

From 2nd October - Cider State of the Nation
with Gabe Cook

From 2nd October - How cider is
made series – Gabe Cook

From 17th October - Cider food pairing video
by Alison Taffs
From October 23rd - Cider Quality Susie is landlady of the Station House in
Durham, a regular advertiser in CAMRA
with Susanna Mansfield.
Angle. She is also a certified Pommelier and
this video looks at cider quality and how it
impacts the cider drinker.
HELP REQUIRED - This is a cut out and keep list of pubs that sold real
cider and perry before the lockdown. If you know of any pubs that
should, or shouldn’t be on this list now, please provide an update thank you.
Hebburn
South Shields(cont) Sunderland (cont)
Longship
Fountain
Engine Room
Houghton Le Spring Marine
Ivy House
Wild Boar
Steamboat
Lighthouse
Jarrow
Wouldhave
Museum Vaults
Ben Lomond
Sunderland
Ship Isis
South Shields
Avenue
William Jameson
Alum Ale House
Blue Bell
Washington
Cask Lounge
Chaplins
Courtyard
Chesters
Sir William de Wessington
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CAMRA PODCASTS
The Campaign for Real Ale’s new podcast Pubs. Pints. People. brings you
interesting stories each week about the world of beer, cider and pubs. A new
season has just started to catch up on :The first season has finished and a new one started on September 22nd and
airs every two weeks. 1. 22nd Sept - Family Brewers
2. 6th Oct - Low/no alcohol beers
3. 20th Oct - Beer vs Cider tasting ( see also below)
4. 3rd Nov - Pubs & Mental Health
5. 17th Nov - The Science of Beer
6. 1st Dec - Micropubs
7. 15th Dec - Christmas Brews
To listen to any podcast from season 1. just go to https://camra.org.uk/podcast/

GET TO GRIPS WITH BEER TASTING WITH BEER
SOMMELIER JANE PEYTON.
CAMRA has launched a new video guide on its Learn & Discover platform helping
its members get to grips with beer tasting.
An “Introduction to tasting beer” has been compiled by author and drinks
educator Jane Peyton, founder of the School of Booze and Beer Day Britain. In it,
she sets out how beer lovers can begin to describe the flavours and palate
experiences of beer, in relation to the ingredients and processes that have gone
into brewing it.
The tutorial covers the ingredients of beer and what characteristics they bring to
the final product, tips about running a beer tasting and the different ways to pick
up taste profiles, as well as putting these to the test with three different beers.
The tasting video will also be complimented by a podcast episode ( see above)
which explains how to taste beer and cider featuring Natalya Watson and James
Finch.
https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/introduction-to-tasting-beer/
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DIPTON MILL INN TYNESIDE & NORTHUMBERLAND PUB OF THE YEAR
On a warm sunny day
last month I suggested to
the wife that we have a
trip out while the weather
was good. “Where to?” I

was asked. “ Well we
haven’t been to the Dipton
Mill Inn yet!”
So why this pub ? Well
this is the 2020 Tyneside
& Northumberland
CAMRA Pub of the Year
(POTY). It is also the
home of the
Hexhamshire Brewery.
Our branch had planned a
POTY judging tour of the
North East branch
winners during the
summer, but the plans
were abruptly cancelled
for obvious reasons. This

was of course a major
disappointment and I
felt it was time to put
this right.
We drove west
with a stop for a
picnic at Derwent
Reservoir. The
pub closes at
2.30pm for about 4
hours so I was keen
to drive on, heading
northish into
Northumberland
through Blanchland.
The pub is about three
mile south of Hexham but
is not on a bus route so it
is either a drive or a taxi
from the town. It’s next
to West Dipton Burn,
where there are few
homes, just the odd
farmhouse - see map on
next page.

were in use. One was
Weston Old Rosie cider,
the other was their Shire
Bitter. At 3.8% the beer
was okay, suitable for a
warm day, I suppose. The
three friendly staff I saw
were all wearing visors
and I was asked to leave
my contact details.

Outside the front door
was a helpful sign
explaining the “rules”,
alongside a sign about
their CAMRA award.
Inside there were no
customers. Turns out
they were all in the
large garden at the
back. The bar had two
sides, protected by
plastic screens with
three handpulls on
each. Strangely for a
brewery pub, only two

The pub garden has
several tables, chairs
and picnic tables. There
is even a small stream
running through the
garden.
Continued over
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At the other side of the
stream, reached by a
small bridge, were stacks
of beer casks.

next to locked the door “
Whapweasel 4.8%”.
This was the only
evidence of any brewing,
brewer or customary
brewery odours.
The other regular beers
include Devil’s Elbow,
Devil’s Water and
Blackhall English
Stout.

At the bottom of the
garden was a medium
size shed - like structure
above) with a slate sign

Ken Paul
DIPTON MILL INN

@OPENSTREETMAP 2020

News in brief
The Times Inn, Southwick
Sunderland is located adjacent to the
Queen Alexandra Bridge and not far
from Darwin Brewery.
Last month an artwork by Frank
Styles was revealed. It is a large
image of Sunderland goalkeeper
Jimmy Montgomery holding the FA
Cup.
The pub was closed on the day of my
visit. .

When drinkers leave The Guide Post
Ryhope, the first sight they see is the
Grand Electric Cinema. Well, not
anymore
The building has been demolished to
be moved to the Beamish Museum. A
news item at the time said “brick by
brick” but it didn't look like it.
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A CARAVAN, TWO GROWLERS, NEARLY NINE BREWERIES AND A
COUPLE OF LOUSY JOKES . Dave Craggs takes a trip - Part 2
Previously on my nine
brewery trip, I’d been to
the home of Jaipur, went
to Malvern bought 35
pints for £30; danced at
Glasto; the fat belly went
to the FatBelly Brewery
and finally to the South
Hams brewery with not a
porker in site.
Week six and we are in
Somerset, and the
Brewery Tour were
billeted close to Buckfast
Abbey, so it was
appropriate to visit and
purchase some “Bucky”.
Unfortunately there were
no breweries nearby so it
was time to imbibe.
First glass, syrupy thick, a
cross between Ribena
and Benylin. Best drunk
with ice. Second glass,
15% ABV, more caffeine
than Red Bull. Goes down
a treat this does. Shrather
nice. Amutha glash, bottle
finished now, good stuff
this Buckie...
Week seven and off to
Fishguard. I once went on
a trip around a German
sausage factory. It was
the wurst trip ever.
However, here I am at
the Gwaun Valley
Brewery, near Fishguard.
I rang ahead to see if they
were open and could fill
my growler - they said

they had no cask ale only
bottles. Having perused
their web site I was happy
for a bottle named after
me - St David. On arrival I
was greeted with about a
couple of dozen bottles,
their total stock. Oh dear,
only a bitter and a Cwrw
Melyn which translates as
“take it or leave it”. I’ve
lost count of breweries
I’ve been to, but this is
definitely the wurst!
Week eight brings us to
Tywyn in Snowdonia. On
our way we saw a man in
a lay-by with a pasting
table and produce, so I
pulled in. He had leeks
(you’d expect those in
Wales), turnip and
potatoes. At the end of his
table were Paracetamol
and cough medicine. I
said, I can see why you
have vegetables, but how
come the pain killers and
cough linctus?
“It’s because I’m a farmer
see”.

Ken Paul had
recommended the Purple
Moose Brewery In
Porthmadog, also in
Snowdonia. So off we
went. On the Main Street .
they have a shop near
their brewery tap, (The
Australia) where I bought
a mini keg of Rippa (Red
IPA 5.5%) and a few
bottles. An excellent
recommendation.
And finally week nine and
Abergele which is on the
North Wales coast
between Rhyl and Colwyn
Bay.. And so all good
things finally come to an
end.

My mission, should I
choose to accept it, was
to locate the Conwy
Brewery. As the crow
flies (sober I hope) it was
a couple of miles away.
Continued on next page
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The author displaying his much
travelled growlers and his purchases
from Conwy Brewery

However don’t be lulled
into any false sense by
the Sat Nav thinking it
knows post codes in rural
Wales. And don’t expect
any helpful signs pointing
you to a brewery.
Nevertheless mission
complete we eventually
arrived. And well worth
the trouble and effort. A

lovely husband and wife
team filled my growlers
(great ending) and I
bought a couple of boxes
of beer to take across the
border.
In conclusion, nine
weeks, EIGHT breweries
and some Tonic wine
made by monks. I’ve seen

many different brewers,
really from the sublime to
the ridiculous. However
I’ve enjoyed the whole
experience, and as ale is
subjective, I’m not picking
a winner. This started out
as a bit of fun, but (for
me) added a challenge
and I can thoroughly
recommend it.

On the subject of breweries, as mentioned in the last two
newsletters, the Government announced reforms to the
Small Brewers Relief ( SBR) earlier this year. A petition
was immediately raised to reverse the proposed changes.
So far there have been nearly 43,500 signatures. When a petition reaches 10,000
signatures they have to respond; at 100,000 signatures they have to consider it to
be debated in Parliament.

The Government response was “The Government is reforming SBR to address
issues raised by brewers. Over 80% of brewers are unaffected by these changes
and many will benefit. We will consult further in the Autumn.”
Every petition has a map ( I like maps!) of all UK Constituencies, so you can
check how many signatories there have been for your own constituency.
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/334066
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NOT IN THE PUB QUIZ
(Answers on next page)
1
2
3
4
5

“And we talked about some old times and we drank ourselves some beers” is
a line from which Paul Simon song ?
Captain Matthew Webb, in 1875, was the first person to swim what unaided ?
Who came second in the 1968 Eurovision Song Contest with
“ Congratulations” ?
To continue the cultural theme, which Carry On Film starring Sid James,
featured the island of Elsbels ?
Which character in Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy is named after a car?,

6

According to an Ike & Tina Turner song in 1973, what was the speed limit in
the Nutbush City Limit?
7
Who wrote the books “ The English Pub”, Malt Whiskey Companion” and
“Ultimate Beer”/
8
“There Must Be An Angel Playing With My Heart” was the only UK No 1 for
which duo?
9
Name the actress who played the title role in the 1965 Western film
Cat Balou?
10 Who was MP for South Shields from 2001 to 2013?
11 Which football team play their home games at Carrow Road ?
12 Who played Doc Brown in the Back To The Future films ?
13 Re QR codes, what does QR stand for ? Query Reply, Quick Reply or Quick
Response
14 Which comedian was the first presenter of Celebrity Squares on TV?
15 In which English county is The Old Man of Coniston ?
16 PADI is an organisation that offers training and certification for what activity ?
17 Seaham Harbour had three coal mines ;Seaham Colliery, Dawdon and which
other?
18 What is the current Tyneside & Northumberland Pub of the Year ?
19 Which North East Brewery brews Whapweasel and Shire Bitter amongst
others ?
20 Easy one to finish - name this beer and the town its
brewed in
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AND FINALLY - QUIZ ANSWERS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Still Crazy After All These Years
English Channel
Cliff Richard
Carry On Abroad
Ford Perfect
25 mph
Michael Jackson - no not that one!
Eurythmics
Jane Fonda
David Milliband
Norwich City
Christopher Lloyd
Quick Response
Bob Monkhouse
Cumbria
Diving ( Professional Association
of Diving Instructors
Vane Tempest
Dipton Mill
Hexhamshire
Old Peculier, Masham

Sunderland & South Tyneside CAMRA: Contact Information

—--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Website:

https://sst.camra.org.uk/

General issues/ queries Email:contact@sst.camra.org.uk
Pubs & Clubs. Email: sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com
Magazine enquiries Email:magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
Advertising Email:ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
Social Media:
Twitter:
Facebook:
Facebook:
Instagram:

@SST_CAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/SSTCAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSTCAMRA/ (Discussion Group)
https://instagram.com/sst_camra

Views expressed in this publication may not be necessarily those of CAMRA
26 - SUNDERLAND & SOUTH TYNESIDE - CAMRA ANGLE ONLINE - OCTOBER 2020

