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Welcome to the latest CAMRA Angle Online.
FIRST A MEMO FROM CAMRA HQ.

.

In the light of this advice, this online version will continue.
Other important news is the proposed reform of the Small Brewers
Relief. (SBR) More details are on page three along with the CAMRA
response.

—–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
On March 5th a group of us went on a pub crawl in Stockton where we
jokingly greeted one another by touching elbows. I’ve finally got round to
writing the article, which is included in this newsletter.
Also featured is an article by a regular Angle contributor, the mysterious
Wandering Bear, featuring more South Shields pubs.
An article from 2019 is reproduced - about the Pub With Two Names. Why?
Well, the owners Fullers, are to close it. There is also a guest article from
beer writer Jeff Evans
Included as usual are regular pub, breweries and news items, as well as
membership and pub protection.
Oh, and don't forget the quiz at the end.
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SBR - SMALL BREWERS RELIEF
Last month the
Treasury announced
that the threshold for reduction in Small Brewers
Duty Relief will be
reduced from an annual
production of 5000 hl
(hectolitres) to 2100 hl,
probably from 2022. No
further details have been
provided which has left
the brewers
affected
by this change , such as
Maxim Brewery, very
worried about the impact
this will have on their
business.
So how does SBR work ?
Well it was introduced in
2002 ( then called the
Progressive Beer Duty) to
allow smaller brewers to
pay less tax for their
products.
To be eligible for the reduced rate on a sliding
scale, brewers must state

their previous years
production was less than
60000 hl (about 10.5m
pints).The problem with
this for medium size
brewers such as
Theakstons and Timothy
Taylors, above this figure
there is no relief at all,
preventing any business
expansion.
In the 2018 budget a
review was announced.
As part of this review a
survey was created for
brewers to provide
information about their
business, their views on
the relief and how it could
be improved. The then
Exchequer Secretary to
the Treasury, Robert
Jennick MP wrote an
article in What's Brewing
asking CAMRA members
to encourage their local
brewers to complete the
questionnaire.

When it was introduced
those breweries whose
annual production was up
to 5000 hl annual
production attracted duty
relief at 50% and this
rapidly tapers down to
25% relief at 10000 hl.
An unintended
consequence of this was
that this created what is
termed a cliff edge
between 5000 hl and
10000 hl and acts as a
disincentive to brewers
who wish to expand.
When the treasury
announced this they
appear not to have
mentioned what the rate
of withdrawal would be.
Apparently a consultation
will occur in the Autumn of
2020 with any reforms
taking effect at the end of
2021 or 2022.
.

.

Responding to the Government’s proposed changes to Small Brewers Relief
National Chairman of CAMRA Nik Antona commented:
“Whilst the removal of the cliff edge in the Small Brewers Relief Scheme will
benefit many brewers and help successful businesses to grow, CAMRA does not
believe this should be achieved at the expense of small brewers.
“Given the impacts of COVID-19 and the lack of support for wet-led pubs and
independent producers, the Government should be doing everything it can to
support the brewing industry – not ‘robbing Peter to pay Paul’ and removing muchneeded help from those who already receive it.
“It is clear that the devil will be in the detail of how these changes will work in
practice. We’ll be urging the Government to make sure any changes to Small
Brewers Relief maintain existing help for small brewers, support as many
producers as possible and make sure consumers can continue to enjoy the widest
possible choice of local and independent cask ales.”
Doc ref 590820
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Below are the latest and previous months for comparison.
FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUNE

JULY

192470

191979

190355

188245

186304

184849

Sunderland & Sth Tyneside

662

660

643

641

626

625

Cleveland

904

899

891

878

861

855

Darlington

458

454

450

450

445

442

Durham

852

849

842

842

837

837

Tyneside & Northumberland

2087

2079

2060

2052

2042

2021

National

We are at 184,849
nationally which is a drop
of 1455 from last month.
We are expecting to see
large drops each month
with just 200 to 300 new
members being recruited
monthly which will not
offset the natural monthly
attrition rate.
Lapsed rates were just
under 2200 for this month.
Retention has slipped
over the past four months
from 88.9% to 87.9%. We
have seen a slight
increase in recruitment
with the target of 300 being exceeded and actually
reaching 380 for July. We
have continued to see a
slight uplift in online
joining.
We will continue to
develop the membership
proposition, content and
online offers as well as
promoting all of the
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exceptional campaigning
work which is going on
around the country but for
the moment, the
environment is
challenging.
Amber Taverns have
committed to the voucher
scheme, as have
Stonegate and
Wetherspoons and
confirmation from the
other partners is being
sought.
Here in Sunderland &
South Tyneside we are
"as you were" with the
single loss from last
month being a member
who has moved away and
has been allocated their
new branch. I have stocks
of membership material to
go back into pubs and
clubs when the time is
right but at the moment,
owners and managers of
our venues are reluctant

4

for anything to be
delivered as you would
expect.
I have been out and about
more this month and I've
seen for myself just how
hard some of our pubs
are working in the South
Shields area to provide a
professional and above
all, a safe service and
they include non real ale
establishments.
Thank you to all those
who have renewed their
membership. We all hope
for better times ahead.

Peter Tong ,
Membership
Secretary
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PUB PROTECTION UPDATE
It has been a quiet
month with regard to
planning applications
targeting pubs for change
of use or demolition. No
new or outstanding
applications sit with either
Sunderland or South
Tyneside Council.

It’s sad to note that
among the factors that
swayed the Inspector to
uphold was the
unchallenged “unviable as
a pub” report provided by
Punch in early 2019 & the
lack of any ACV by the
local community. (See my
final comment below)

that many may fail or fall
victim to unscrupulous
property developers in the
months ahead. Legislation
exists to protect pubs but
there is only so much
local councils, CAMRA &
all the other campaigning
groups can do if there is
no will to save your local
within your local
community.

Sunderland:

If you care for your local
and suspect it could be in
danger act now!….Get
together with a few other
like- minded locals & form
a group. Call yourselves
something like “Supporters of the <Pub Name>”
then get in touch with me
for further help & advice.
You don’t need to be a
CAMRA member nor
does the pub need to sell
real ale

South Tyneside:

One outstanding appeal
has been decided at the
end of June by the
Government Planning
Inspectorate.
Unfortunately the appeal
by Punch Taverns for
change of use of The
Boldon Lad from a public
house to a convenience
store was upheld by the
Government Inspector.
(Originally refused by
South Tyneside Council
(STC) in August 2019)
On the positive side, the
attempt by Punch Taverns
to win costs from STC for
its appeal was refused.
Punch had argued STC
had acted unreasonably
by refusing their original
application, the Inspector
thought that was not the
case. (Absolutely! STC
was doing its job well
here.)

Doc ref 590820

Sunderland Council have
awarded planning
permission to Vaux
Brewery for a new
taproom/microbrewery at
Monk Street, Sunderland
SR6 0DB.
However the application
which seems to have
dragged on quite a bit due
to lack of information
provided by the applicants
can’t start until a separate
application is approved for
the extraction
system/ventilation flue
(not detailed in the
original application)…
So watch this space!
Comment:
As pubs are coming out
of lockdown we’re all
aware many are
struggling to survive. The
risk is high
5

{Use the email address on
the bottom of this
newsletter or go to our
website & use the online
contact form…either route
will get to me.}
Also see page 10 on
how a local pub in
Ryton was saved last
year .

Ian Monteith-Preston
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PUB WATCH

Clockwise from left :
Dun Cow ; Steamboat;
Fitzgeralds; Grannie Annies:
Engine Room.

THE STEAMBOAT, South Shields has a new licensee. After 30 years in charge,
Joe Mooney has stood down and entrusted the pub into the hands of Kathleen
Brain, who has been the pub manager for the last 20 years. And in a break from
tradition the pub will now accept contactless payments. So good luck to Kath.
UPDATE ABOUT SIR JOHN FITZGERALDS PUBS. SJF as they are known,own
several pubs in the North East, one of which is Fitzgeralds in Sunderland. The pub
was put up for sale just before lockdown. About three weeks ago SJF announced all
their pubs would reopen, apart from the Crown Posada.
They have since rescinded this; the Sunderland pub will remain closed, along with
the Bacchus, Bodega and Crown Posada, all in Newcastle ; citing social distancing
and other considerations.
The owners of GRANNIE ANNIES on Roker seafront returned to the pub to get
ready for reopening and discovered Sunderland Council had painted double yellow
lines along the front and outside the pub. The Sunderland Echo reported that
although they were made aware of the proposal before lockdown, they didn’t get a
chance to object.
THE DUN COW and THE ENGINE ROOM in Sunderland have made staff
redundant (reports the Sunderland Echo) and there is no indication as to when they
will reopen. Owners Pub Culture Ltd have two pubs in Newcastle ; Charts on the
Quayside and the Dun Cow Jesmond, that are still closed.
Due to government change in furlough rules there is a worry some pub employees
may be let go as from 1st September the government will only pay 70% of
wages and the employer at least 10%.

Doc ref 590820
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PUB WATCH CONTINUED
This a list of pubs in our branch yet to reopen. If there are any updates please email
pubsofficer@sst.camra.org.uk
Opening Soon

Unknown

Riverview South Shields; 8th .

Railway Inn - Ryhope

New Crown - South Shields 12th August

Criterion, Old Ship & Voyager- Sth Shields

Wouldhave - South Shields - 8th September Dun Cow, East Coast, Engine Room,
Fitzgeralds, & Peacock - All Sunderland,

BREWERY NEWS
In addition to supplying Chaplins with
their house beer, Happy Chappy, we
have also sponsored their new staff
shirts for the year, making the
brewery more visible to customers in
this popular city centre pub.

Although not business as usual,
DARWIN is continuing to brew and
supply local pubs. We had a great
response from customers over
lockdown for orders for bottles and
minicasks and this past month have
tried to strike a balance in keeping
stocks of these products available,
while getting casks and kegs out to
pubs.

A new beer, Naranjita*, a 4.6% citrus
pale has been released. * Spanish for
small orange.

While keeping an eye on the ongoing
situation with the virus, we are
cautiously making plans for the
brewing schedule and one-off beers.
We hope to be able to organise a
socially distanced open night in the
next few weeks
MAXIM have their own summer beer
called PILS, the first batch of which
sold out last month. Another brew has
been completed and it is largering
prior to going off for bottling.
As stated earlier, the brewery could
New South Shields venture
1morethan2 brew are setting up a
taproom and brewery.Their planned
opening date has been put back, so
watch this space…
Doc ref 590820

be adversely affected by the SBR
proposals, such as they are.
A meeting was held at the brewery
with local MP Brigit Phillipson where
MD Mark Anderson updated her on
the possible impact on their business
Down the coast CASTLE EDEN
BREWERY have expanded their
takeaway business. Now open Mon Fri for order & collect or walk in

7

SUNDERLAND & SOUTH TYNESIDE CAMRA ANGLE ONLINE - AUGUST 2020

CAMRA NEWS
Press Releases last month
Below is a summary of press releases available on the CAMRA website, reached
through the link below

https://camra.org.uk/about/media-centre/press-releases/
1st July - Struggling pubs need freedom to stock local products to survive
post lockdown
CAMRA’s “Cheers for Choice” campaign calls on pub companies to allow landlords
to sell local beers from small and independent breweries
2nd July - CAMRA urges people to get back down the pub safely
The Campaign for Real Ale has launched simple advice to help people support
their local pubs safely and responsibly.
8th July - CAMRA responds to the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s Summer
Economic Update
CAMRA’s Chief Executive Tom Stainer responds.

13th July - CAMRA & SIBA comment on JD Wetherspoon promotional poster
Commenting on a promotional poster from JD Wetherspoon advertising lower
prices for alcoholic drinks after the Government’s VAT reduction

14th July - CAMRA urges CMA to investigate joint venture beer company
between Carlsberg and Marston’s
CAMRA has called on the Competition and Markets Authority to take the lead and
investigate a proposed merger which could reduce the choice of beers available to
pub goers.
21st July - Cut tax on beer sold in pubs – CAMRA
A response to the Government’s announcements on an alcohol duty review and a
review of the Business Rates system in England.

Doc ref 590820
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MORE CAMRA NEWS
On March 17th branches were advised by the CAMRA Covid task group to
suspend all festivals and branch activities. At a recent ( virtual meeting) it was
decided that it is still too early to resume events and face to face activities, so all
events, socials etc will be suspended for all of August.
So branches should refrain from any meetings etc until sanctioned by the Covid
task group.

Next years Manchester Beer & Cider Festival, which was due to take place in
February , has been cancelled. This is because the festival venue, the GMEX has
been set up as a Nightingale Hospital, and may not have been returned to its
original configuration.

CAMRA’s virtual pub Red OnLine opened for business on 3rd April. This is a
video chat platform that allows you to join a public bar, have a private table and a
chat.
Because of the ongoing cost of running this service and the fact that pubs are
starting to reopen, up to the end of August, sessions will be limited to 30 minutes at
which point the platform will be closed down. For normal meetings, members are
encouraged to use Zoom which allows 40 minutes free for any meeting. If a longer
meeting is required, you just launch a new session.
UPDATE FROM CAMRA LEARN & DISCOVER
The online CAMRA Learn & Discover site is split into
three sections ; The Beginner, The Enthusiast and
The Connoisseur and is well worth a look.
New additions include :Under Enthusiast / More on Cider - A Guide to Cider
Terminology
Under Enthusiast /More on beer can be found an
instalment of the Mark Dredge’s A Beer Drinker's
Dictionary
Finally under Connoisseur India Pale Ale, a
history:by Pete Brown, chair of the British Guild of Beer
Writers

Doc ref 590820
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SIBA DIGITAL BEER AWARDS
Last month the Society of Independent Brewers held their first Digital Beer
Awards. Judging took place live using Zoom with 50 expert beer judges.
The Gold overall winner chosen from nearly 500 different beers was “Darwin’s
Origin”, a copper coloured English Bitter, brewed by Salopian Brewery in
Shrewsbury.
Overall Silver was awarded to LOS BANDITO from Play Brew co in
Middlesbrough. This is a premium pale ale from a new brewery
Overall Bronze went to London Beer Lab’s Session IPA, based in Brixton
As is usual with SIBA beer competitions there were several
categories, but no cask , just cans and bottles.
Some notable regional winners were:● Black Sheep Brewery - Milk Stout - Gold - dark beer up to 4.4%
● Brew York - Big Eagle - Gold - IPA 5.5-6.4%
● Brass Castle - Disrupter - Bronze - IPA 6.5% and over
● Tyne Bank - Summer Breeze - Bronze - Speciality light beer.
Maxim Brewery didn't submit any entries; too busy brewing beer !

CAMRA PUB SAVING AWARD
This national award has been made for
the last four years and aims to recognise
and celebrate the achievements of
groups that have successfully
campaigned to save their local
Last years award went to The Friends
of Ye Olde Cross Group from Ryton.
They registered the pub as an Asset of
Ye Olde Cross (From CAMRA website)
Community Value (ACV) and with the
help of the Plunkett Foundation and the
CAMRA now seeking nominations for the
Power to Change ‘More than a Pub’
programme, they developed a business fifth award.
plan and share offer to buy the pub as a
https://camra.org.uk/pubs-and
community.
clubs/awards/pub-saving-award/
In case you are wondering, they
reopened after lockdown on July 28th .
Doc ref 590820
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THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN VISIT STOCKTON A PRE LOCKDOWN PUB CRAWL
A few times a year a
group of us head off to
“foreign parts” for a pub
crawl. Apart from my sole
visit to The Golden Smog
as part of a Pub Of the
Year voting endurance
test in 2019, none of us
has been to any Stockton
pubs.

a Thursday lunchtime and
fairly quiet so we got
served straight away. The
pub is, named after a
furniture designer, and
used to be a county court
and has an upstairs bar
and outside balcony. The
food and the beer were
both spot on I had a
Rudgate Chocolate Stout
the first of two
chocolate beers that
day.
The one pub missing
from the aforesaid
guide is Lucifers,
which had just won the
branch Pub of the Year.
More on that later.

Cleveland CAMRA
produced a Real Ale
Guide to the town a few
years ago and this
formed the basis of this
crawl.
So in early March seven
of us, armed with our bus
passes, caught the Arriva
X12 bus from Chester le
Street and Durham to
Stockton, just over an
hours journey.
Arriving just before
noon, we headed to the
southern end of the High
Street Thomas Sheraton
for our traditional Wetherspoons breakfast. It was
Doc ref 590820

One of our group brought
a pub quiz with him and
he would ask questions in

proximity, the aforesaid
Lucifers, The Hope &
Union,
(below ) and
The Wasp’s Nest..
It was only a five minute
walk and, as Lucifers
didn't open till 2pm, The
Hope & Union and the
Wasp’s Nest were next.
They are opposite each
other in a quiet
courtyard and are owned
by the same guy as the
Golden Smog.

the rest of the pubs, with
one volunteer keeping
score.
After breakfast we set
off for the town’s
Cultural Quarter which
has three pubs in close
11

Choosing The Hope &
Union first, this is named
after the second
locomotive and passenger
coach of the Stockton &
Darlington Railway, The
pub had four handpulls,
all at £3.80 a pint.
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The bar manager
mentioned something
very unusual. As both had
the same owner, you
could buy a drink in one
pub,carry it across the
courtyard and drink it in
the other, and vice versa.

So after a pint of
Camerons Strongarm in
the Hope, it was across
the courtyard to the
Wasp’s Nest, (above) a
former sweet shop.
Two of the three beers
were being changed, and
as half of us didn’t fancy
the one that was left, a
couple of us went back
across the courtyard to
The Hope and brought
some of their beer over,
including a Saltaire
Imperial Triple Choc;
7.4% but still only £3.80!

classed as the “Smallest
Pub in Stockton”
It is named after
local chemist John
Walker's 19th century
invention, the
friction match. A
giant wooden match
features as part of a
seat back. I would
estimate there is
seating for less
than 20 people and
for most of our time
there we seven were
the only visitors, using
up most of the tight
space. I was surprised
to read that the pub
has reopened after
lockdown with an online
booking system in place.
On the bar were three
handpulls and a jar of
pickled eggs ; there really
want room for anything
else All the beers were
local and very well kept,
so we enjoyed a couple of

We enjoyed both pubs,
with friendly staff and
soon it was after
Lucifers opening time. It
was literally less than a
minute walk and is
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pints before the subject of
food came up.
The pickled eggs would

never fill us so we tracked
down a fish and chip
shop café called
Barnacles just off the wide
High Street.
I would have liked to take
the lads to the Golden
Smog but time was
getting and it was three
buses back home so,
suitably stuffed it was time
to catch the first one back
to Durham.
Remember the quiz ?
Well we thought we would
finish the evening in the
Water House opposite the
bus station. Getting a
round in we found a
quiet corner to end the
quiz. It seemed like a
good idea to review the
scores. After a frantic
search of his pockets,
our scorekeeper
admitted he had left his
score sheet on the bus.

Ken Paul
12
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SOUTH SHIELDS - Templetown, Laygate, Holborn & Chichester
Sunday 1st September 2019 and Saturday 11th July 2020
Following on from my
emotional visit to the
(closed) Rose and Crown
in Holborn in the May
2020 issue, I had to
quickly change my route
as I had only had two
pints. So, back towards
Laygate I went, hoping to
pop in to the Queen Vic.
Guess what ; also closed!
Things were not going
very well. I had visited five
pubs but had only
managed two pints!

I searched my brain and
decided to make my way
to Chi ( Chichester),
popping into The Cyprus
on the way. This was my
first visit to the pub. It is a
Cameron’s pub so I had
pint of Steamer for only
£2.20 and sat out of the
way near to the door.
The place was heaving!
And it was clear that
everyone knew each
other. Music blasted out
of the jukebox and there
Doc ref 590820

was football on the muted
TV. The Cyprus has a
thriving social timetable
advertising Bingo, Happy
Hours, Karaoke etc.
There is pool and darts,
with England flags draped
on the walls. I would
have to say it would not
be everyone’s idea of a
nice afternoon out,
however, I would also
have to say that I enjoyed
my time in there and
everyone from the
barman to the customers
were very friendly even
though I was clearly a
stranger.
Quite bizarrely there was
a small collection of books
on one of the windowsills
which I presume were
available to borrow and
return. I wouldn’t be
surprised if they had
never moved! The Cyprus
is a lovely building, and it
appears to be a thriving
pub.

(NOTE – as of Jan 2020,
it appears to be closed).
A short walk towards Chi
Metro station took me to
13

The Chichester Arms. A
large building on a
roundabout, the pub is
wedge shaped which
gives it a quirky feel. It is
immaculate inside, very
clean and tidy and well
appointed. Theakston’s
Best Bitter cost me £2.70.
I sat to make my notes.
Old photographs were on
the walls, together with
posters advertising their
‘zero drugs’ policy. There
are two rooms, a busy bar
(where I was) and a
quieter lounge through
some doors. Wearside
legend Brian Ferry sang
on the music channel on
the TV, and groups of locals chatted and laughed,
filling the pub with
everything a pub should
be filled with community
spirit and friendly
atmosphere.
I particularly liked the
small beer garden /
smoking area, which had
some resident rabbits in
cages enjoying the
sunshine. Great stuff.
One thing I did notice in
almost every pub I visited
was the amount of
posters advertising South
Shields FC. I thought that
was fantastic, and shows
what a great community
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place a local pub can be
and what great service a
local pub can do.
To sum up, this wasn’t the
crawl I had planned. Due
to some closures I had to
change my route, but I
think my wander was all
the better for it. I’d have
loved to get into those
that were shut, maybe I
will another time. Having
said that, I enjoyed the
pubs I did visit and I can
now tick them off my list.
*** Update*** My wishes
had come true… my first

pint post-lockdown was at
the Adam and Eve in
Laygate, a pub I had
visited as part of this
crawl but which had been
closed (see Camra Angle
Online May 2020).
And so it was with some
trepidation that I ventured
off to Laygate and into the
Adam and Eve on
Frederick Street. To my
shame, I hadn’t expected
much… and it served me
right when I walked into
this wonderful Samuel
Smith’s bar and found
myself in a most
Doc ref 590820

enjoyable public house. I
loved it in here. Typical
Sam Smith’s; there was
the usual array of squat,
square pumps on the bar
each advertising their
wares. I settled for a pint
of Stout as my usual
Sovereign Bitter wasn’t
on. I wasn’t disappointed
as the pint was delightful
and only £3.40.
Social distancing was in
full effect, so I placed
myself in the corner and
took it all in. On the
subject of social
distancing and
Coronavirus
guidelines, fair play to
the management and
staff, the place was
immaculate and there
was ample hand
sanitiser available on
the bar for both staff
and patrons.
As with all Sam Smith’s
pubs, it is a ‘digital free’
zone, where mobiles etc
are discouraged and beer
/ conversation is the order
of the day. The staff were
brilliant, keeping the
regulars happy while also
efficiently serving and
keeping the place
running.
The pub is sprawling and
is split into three rooms; I
guess one is the Lounge,
one the Bar and the other
(locked on my visit) some
sort of Function Room.
14

The large bar sweeps
between the Bar and the
Lounge. Old photos of
the place are on the
windowsills, as are
decorative boxes of beer.
A pool table and
dartboard is also available
to entertain. Not
surprisingly, there was no
music or TV, just the reassuring hum of banter
amongst friends. The
glass windows are a thing
of beauty, and are designed in such a way that
you can’t see in or out!
From my research the
pub was built in 1878 on
the site of an earlier pub
built some time prior to
1860. Suffice to say, a
pub has been on this
patch of South Shields for
many years and one can
only imagine what stories
the walls could tell. How
many people have
stepped inside for an ale?
How many married
couples popped in whilst
courting? How many
married couples became
single once again after
one too many?
I am so glad this place
has reopened, my father
drank here in the past and
it was my pleasure to
have a pint (and a half –
don’t tell the wife) in here
as well.
The Wandering Bear
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THE PUB WITH TWO NAMES TO CLOSE
It was recently reported in “The Chiswick Calendar” and then in “Protz On
Beer” that the Fullers Brewery Tap will remain closed and sold as surplus to
requirements. CAMRA Angle contributor Terry Ford visited last year ; his article
appeared in Issue 55 and is reproduced below. He planned to revisit the pub so I
cant reproduce his reaction here, but he is not pleased !
The Mawson Arms/
Fox and Hounds were
originally built in about
1715 right next to the
Fuller’s brewery for the
original founder of
Fuller’s, Thomas
Mawson. Originally they
were two separate pubs
under the same landlord.
Apparently he
misunderstood the
licensing laws; he thought
you needed one licence
for beer and another one
for wines and spirits? It is
one of very few pubs with
two official names.
The present pub dates
from 1898. The Mawson
Arms is at the front and
The Fox and Hounds at
the rear where food is
now served. It is a Grade
II* listed building. There
are two different pub
signs ( see photo - the
Fox & Hounds is on the
right ). Being part of the
brewery buildings in
Chiswick it is considered
to be the Fuller’s Brewery
Tap.
Alexander Pope lived at
this address, he is best
known for his satirical
verse, a blue plaque is on
Doc ref 590820

the tour was sadly
full the day I visited, another time
perhaps! (Sadly
no -Ed)

the outer wall. The pub is
opposite William
Hogarth’s house The
famous London painter of
such works as Gin Lane
(degenerate) and Beer
Street (respectable), his
prints adorn the walls
alongside many old
Fuller’s Brewery
photographs.
The Brewery Shop is on
the same block as the pub
and was once the original
pub site.
The pub attracts a
mixed crowd of brewery
workers, locals and beer
tourists.
Some tourists frequent
the bar like the Japanese
man I met who had just
stepped off the plane and
this was his first port of
call! The brewery tours
start and end here
bringing in many punters,
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The hand pull
beers (all Fuller’s
naturally) were: at
the front bar;
London Pride, Seafarers
(Gale’s), Oliver’s Island
and Sprinter (Gale’s)
and the side bar had
again the Pride and
Oliver’s Island plus ESB
and Front Row.
My first pint was the
London Pride at 4.1% this
in my mind is the ultimate
session beer: medium
alcohol level, well
balanced between hops
and malt with a clean
finish, this beer was so
fresh I could have drank it
all day! The second pint
was one of my all time
favourites, ESB at 5.5% a
CAMRA Champion Beer
of Britain, mahogany in
colour with a pronounced
citrus aroma and malty
flavour, this really was a
pint to die for!
Two perfect pints in the
pub with two names,
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GUEST ARTICLE BY JEFF EVANS
With more beer being consumed at home because of the lockdown, Newbury
based beer writer Jeff Evans reveals the processes behind bottling and canning
and explains why he prefers bottle-conditioned beers.
The story of bottled and
canned beer is the story
of every beer – until you
get to the end. Different
beer styles call for slightly
different methods of
production but the
essentials remain the
same, involving mashing
malt to obtain brewing
sugars, boiling the
resultant liquid (wort) in a
copper with hops and
fermenting the outcome
with yeast.
After about a week,
primary fermentation is
over, most of the yeast is
removed and the beer is
ready for packaging. This
is where draught beers
and bottled and canned
beers go their separate
ways.
Draught beer may be
filtered and/or pasteurised
and packaged into
pressurized kegs. Or it
may be put into casks
without filtration or
pasteurisation, leaving
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live yeast in the beer
to continue to gently
increase the natural
carbonation and softly
round out the flavours.
Served mostly via
handpumps in pubs, or by
gravity at many beer
festivals, this is what
CAMRA calls real ale.
The filtered/non-filtered,
pasteurised/
non-pasteurised split
applies to bottles, too.
Throughout the 20th
century, brewers sought
to make their bottled
beers as convenient and
as foolproof as possible.
This meant a widespread
use of filtration – to
remove yeast, which, if
not controlled, would
change the flavour of the
beer in the bottle – and
pasteurisation – to kill off
any remaining yeast cells
and any bacteria that may
have infiltrated the beer
and would cause flavour
distortions.
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Better, they thought, to
have beer that was stable
than to aim for one that
tasted particularly good
and risk falling short.
Sadly, pasteurisation
increases the risk of
oxidation and the
development of stale,
papery notes in a beer,
and filtration can strip out
flavour as well as yeast,
so what might have been
technically helpful to the
brewer was not of benefit
to the discerning drinker.
It wasn't until the 1980's
that the fight back against
this approach began. As
the first wave of
microbreweries broke
over Britain, it washed
ashore a new generation
of 'unprocessed' bottled
beers – beers that harked
back to the days before
filtration and
pasteurisation, largely, it
must be said, because the
small brewers had no
other way of producing
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bottled beers. These
beers contained live yeast
that continued to ferment
the beer in the bottle.
Technically, they were
known as bottle
conditioned beers, a term
CAMRA has simplified in

complexity and the
delicacy of texture the
latter brings, not to
mention the fact that live
yeast can keep a beer
fresher for longer and
help prevent staling
reactions such as
oxidation.
Examples of locally
produced bottle
conditioned beers are
those from Durham
Brewery.

recent times to 'real ale in
a bottle'.
The black/white distinction
between 'bad' bottling and
'good' bottling has
become rather grey in
recent years. There are
many brewers who do not
bottle condition their
beers, but don't
pasteurise them either.
The product is certainly a
lot fresher-tasting and
many drinkers are very
happy with this, especially
if the filtration has been
gently handled.
But there is still a
difference between this
approach and beer that
conditions in the bottle,
because of the natural
carbonation, the
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There are also now
some can-conditioned
beers available – the
beers from Moor Beer in
Bristol, for instance – but
most beers in a can do
not enjoy a secondary
fermentation. That said,
many are now only lightly
filtered or fined, and
pasteurisation – certainly
among the smaller
producers – is now
increasingly, and
thankfully, rare.
Abridged and adapted
from CAMRA's Good
Bottled Beer Guide (8th
edition) by Jeff Evans.
www.jeffevans.co.uk
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CAMRA PODCASTS
The Campaign for Real
Ale’s new podcast Pubs.
Pints. People. brings you
interesting stories each
week about the world of
beer, cider and pubs.
Tune in every Tuesday
At the time of writing there
are these to listen to :1. Unsung Heroes
2. All about beer writing
3. Craft beer
4. All about cider
5. Women in Beer
6. Beer Heritage
7. Beer Diversity
8. Home Brewing
9. Foraging and mixed
fermentation
10. History of CAMRA
11. Pubs surviving
lockdown
12. American brews
13. Pop Culture Brews
14. Ecobrewing
15. Experimental vs
traditional brewing
To listen to any podcast
just go to
https://camra.org.uk/podc
ast/
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NOT IN THE PUB QUIZ
(Answers on next page)
1

Who had a hit in 1999 with “Livin’ La Vida Loca”?

2
3

Name the Apollo 13 astronaut who was the first person to fly into space four
times
Name the Leeds boxer who retained her WBO world flyweight title in 2019.

4

What is the name of Tintins dog?

5

What is the world southernmost capital city?

6

8

Dickinson & Sawyer were the surnames of which Geena Davis & Susan
Sarandon characters?
Name the former Countdown presenter who created The Maths Factor
website?
With which colour must gondolas in Venice be painted ?

9

What is the only Shakespeare play with an animal in the title?

7

10 Who had a number one hit with “Lily the Pink” in 1968?
11 Name the island that is just to the north west of Malta
12 Who took over as leader of the Conservative party after John Major?
13 Where is the HQ of the Open University ?
14 With which radio series would you associate with the catchphrase “ He’s
Fallen in the Water”
15 Which cartoon TV series first appeared on the Tracey Ullman Show in 1987?
16 On Whatpub there are at least 13 pubs called, Moon Under Water”. The name
comes from an essay by who, describing his perfect public house.?
17 Name the sleeve in Australia that keeps a beer from getting warm
18 Which American actress was the daughter of Judy Garland
19 In which county can be found St Austell’s Brewery
20 Name this beer pictured recently, It has been Champion Beer of Britain a
record 10 times.
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AND FINALLY - QUIZ ANSWERS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Ricky Martin
Jim Lovell
Nicola Adams
Snowy
Wellington
Thelma & Louise
Carol Vorderman
Black
The Taming of the Shrew
Scaffold
Gozo
William Hague
Milton Keynes
The Goons
The Simpsons
George Orwell
Stubby Holder
Liza Minnelli
Cornwall
Timothy Taylor’s Landlord

Sunderland & South Tyneside CAMRA: Contact Information

—--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Website:

https://sst.camra.org.uk/
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