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Welcome to the new look newsletter. The summer edition of CAMRA Angle would
have been doing the rounds now, but printed issues are still suspended till further
notice. So this online version will keep you up to date.
I thought when the magazine was suspended that would be it for a while; no
chance. The news and stories have continued unabated. On the next three pages
are the results of the questionnaire members were asked to complete last week. In
addition there are two articles with a difference - a DVD review and an online film
library review. See inside for more !
A few weeks ago CAMRA introduced a depository on Dropbox for use by Magazine
Editors. So in this issue a guest article about Veganism and beer features.
There are updates on the availability of takeaway beer, including Darwin Brewery
now offering a click and collect service. A reminder that the search on Whatpub has
been changed so pubs and breweries offering this additional service can be found.

Pub Protection Update - Ian Monteith Preston
CAMRA National Chair (Nik Antona) has written to all Local Planning Authorities in
England, imploring them to stick firmly to existing planning policies that protect pubs.
Some pub owners and developers may well see the current crisis, and its impact on
pub businesses, as an opportunity to obtain permission for change of use which, in
normal times, would likely be refused.
South Tyneside Council:
Grey Horse (Whitburn Village): Revised planning permission application (to convert
pub to shop & three flats.) Approved
The Novelist Formerly “Aldermans Coffee House” (South Shields): Retrospective
planning application for the change of use from Cafe (A3 Use) to Public House (A4
Use) Approved.
Sunderland Council:
Nothing to report.
Anyone with any concerns to pass on about the future of any individual pubs within
our area contact Ian on ppo@sst.camra.org.uk. Also anyone belonging to a group
fighting to save a threatened pub can also contact Ian as above.
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Membership report - Peter Tong
As in April, numbers in May have continued to drop as expected, with retention
continuing to hold but recruitment remaining very low. Sophia Robertson,
Membership Marketing Manager, returned from furlough on Monday and will begin
to re-focus the membership proposition over the coming weeks to showcase new
content, the great campaigns and the new offers available. The membership
proposition remains very strong and the campaigning element is more relevant
around saving pubs and breweries now more than ever before. It is getting the
message in front of people to encourage them to join, which is the challenge for
now.
Below are the latest and previous months for comparison.
FEB
MAR
APR
MAY
192470 191979 190355 188245
National
Sunderland & Sth Tyneside
Cleveland
Darlington
Durham
Tyneside & Northumberland

662
904
458
852
2087

660
899
454
849
2079

643
891
450
842
2060

641
878
450
842
2052

We are at 188,245 which is a drop of over 2,100 from last month. As previously
mentioned, we are expecting to see large drops each month with 200/300 new
members being recruited monthly which will not offset the natural monthly attrition
rate. Lapsed rates were just under 1,600 for this month but we saw an increase in
the number of members moving from past their renewal date who will be lapsed
mid-way through June.
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RESULTS OF BRANCH QUESTIONNAIRE
Last month an online
questionnaire was sent out to
branch members who haven't
opted out to receive emails.
The results are now in and
have been reviewed
The questionnaire was
emailed to 396 members, read
by 172 with 102 responses.
Note that all these returns are
anonymous and comply with
GDPR (General Data
Protection Regulation)
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Here is a reminder of the
questions:1. Where do you live (first four
characters of postcode).
2. Age.
3. Gender.
4. How often did you visit a
pub before lockdown.
5 The main reason for going to
a pub/ what would you miss
most.
6. Where have you been
buying beer/cider during
lockdown.

4

7. Have you been drinking
more or less during lockdown.
8. If pubs open with social
distancing, how likely would
you use them.
9. What are your thoughts on
life post lockdown and how it
might affect you.
The results of questions
2,3,4,6,7,8 are shown in
graph form below and on the
next pages, along with a
summary of the remaining
questions.
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5 The main reason for going
to a pub/ what would you
miss most ?

9. What are your thoughts
on life post lockdown and
how it might affect you

Surprisingly, a lot of the
responses were not about just
drinking real ale or cider.
Members viewed the social
aspect and camaraderie of
visiting a pub was equal to
having a drink there. There
were a couple of interesting
comments :- “getting out of the
house” and “ballroom dancing”
Haven't worked that last one
out yet.

The overwhelming responses
were about social distancing
and how it would work in
practise in a pub. Many of you
admit you would not feel
comfortable in this
environment. Having said that
a few of you are champing at
the bit and cant wait to get
back into a pub for some real
ale.
There is obvious concern
from some of you about the
future of pubs, especially the

smaller ones. It was
noticeable that there was only
one comment about the
possibility there may be
limited choice of beers. There
could be fewer breweries,
fewer customers in pubs and
hence less choice.
So thanks to everyone who
took the trouble to complete
this survey. Looking at the
postcode spread, all parts of
our branch contributed. It just
remains to be seen how this is
all going to play out over the
next few weeks. After pubs
start to open a follow up
survey will be issued.

Update - when Brew2you was launched, the app wasn’t available to download for
Android devices. This has now been rectified. Once opened the app has two
options :
Local - Breweries within 25 miles
National - more than 25 miles
Doc ref 590620
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LOCAL NEWS
DARWIN BREWERY ONLINE SHOP
REOPENS
There is a click and collect service offering a
choice of bottled beers, which are being
brewed in small batches at their Sunderland
Brewery. Orders can be collected on a
Thursday afternoon between 3pm - 5pm.
They also offer a free delivery service for
customers living in SR Postcodes.
https://www.darwinbrewery.com/shop/
(Right - Extinction Barley Wine)
MAXIM CONTINUES WITH DRIVE THRU
The demand for Maxim Brewery’s service continues to grow. Last weekend they
had five different bottles available and al least six different minicasks. From June
1st they will only be opening 2 days, with longer hours on Friday (10am-3pm) and
Saturday (11am - 2pm).Watch out for regular branch Facebook and Twitter
updates, including a new beer called Maxim Pils..
SHIP ISIS STARTS A WEEKLY TAKEAWAY
Held on Friday, one light cask and one dark cask will be on offer. Containers will b
provided. Check pub Facebook page for more info
https://www.facebook.com/search/posts/?q=ship%20isis%20sunderland
There was a report in the Sunderland Echo that The Saltgrass in Sunderland
was offering a takeaway service, but I haven't seen any more details. Also The
Courtyard in Washington were having a Whit Bank Holiday takeaway service but
this may well have been a one off.
Three Kings Brewery of North Shields have a stock of bottles and mini casks.
Email Ewan McCann for beer availability
ewan@threekingsbrewery.co.uk
Castle Eden Brewery based in Seaham as well as
bottling Maxim Brewery beers, have opened a
Beerstore - https://cebl.co.uk/
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CAMRA NEWS
CAMRA responds to the Prime Minister’s statement on new COVID-19
measures
In response to the Prime Minister’s statement on the COVID-19 measures as announced on Sunday 10 May, Nik Antona, CAMRA’s National Chairman said:
“Following the Prime Minister’s statement on Sunday, the Campaign for Real Ale
continues to urge the government to enhance and extend the support package for
the hospitality industry to ensure jobs are protected, and businesses are in the best
position to reopen when allowed”
For the full statement go to
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/camra-responds-to-the-prime-ministersstatement-on-new-covid-19-measures/
CAMRA welcomes Ministerial taskforce on re-opening pubs
CAMRA responds to the Government’s announcement that a Ministerial taskforce
will be set up by the Department for Business to plan for re-opening pubs and restaurants safely.
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/camra-welcomes-ministerial-taskforceon-re-opening-pubs/
Champion Beer of Britain (CBOB) Update / Cider Pub of the Year 2020
Due to the current Covid crisis it has been decided to suspend the current Area
and National Competitions. Similarly there will be be no Cider Pub of the Year this
year.
Beer Britain Day to go ahead. This will take place as a virtual event on June 15th
Beerdaybritain.co.uk

Commenting on the proposed joint venture beer company between Carlsberg and
Marston’s, Chief Executive of the Campaign for Real Ale Tom Stainer said:
“This announcement about a proposed new Carlsberg Marston’s Brewing
Company is a red flag to beer drinkers and pub goers across the UK and gives us
cause for concern about the future of British beers, brands and breweries”
To read more go to https://camra.org.uk/press_release/camra-responds-to-theproposed-joint-venture-beer-company-between-carlsberg-and-marstons/
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CAMRA’s virtual pub opened for business on 3rd April. This is a video chat platform
that allows you to join a public bar, have a private table and a chat.
https://theredonlion.co.uk/
Here are some future events :Make Mine Mild - Des de Moor - Tuesday 6th June at 6pm.
Celebrate Beer Britain Day - Starts Monday 15th June at 6.15pm
https://theredonlion.co.uk/bar/join/Beer-Day-Britain
The Future of the Pub - various presenters - Thursday 25th June 6pm
Register on the pub website to find out more

CAMRA PODCASTS
To listen to any podcast just go to https://camra.org.uk/podcast/
At the time of writing there are these to listen to :1. Unsung Heroes
2. All about beer writing - I’ve listened to this. It features Roger Protz and Pete
Brown and is worth a listen.
3. Craft beer.
4 All about cider
5 Women in Beer
6 Beer Heritage
7 Beer Diversity
8 Home Brewing ( from 2nd June)
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The Pubs of South Shields, Then and Now ;
Market & Town Centre A Film by Terry Ford
You all should know that
South Shields is the
birthplace of film director
Sir Ridley Scott. Well,
another film maker from
the town has emerged,
Terry Ford. Terry has
been a regular contributor
to CAMRA ANGLE for a
while now and last year
he started turning his
hand from words to pictures. He has put together
a compilation on film of
the pubs of South Shields,
in The Market and Town
Centre.

a shopping development,
a car park and even a
lamp post. Over 200 black
and white photos were
used in the making of this
film.

This historical journey is
based on a pub crawl his
dad, his uncle and some
mates would have made,
starting in the Market
before going down King
Street and ending at the
Stags Head in Fowler
Street. On the way this
route looks at 43 pubs,
most of which have now
long gone.

One of the featured pubs
The Cross Arms, before
its demolition

The method used for each
pub is the same; an old
photograph, or
photographs, a brief
history then a present day
picture. For the latter
Terry managed to stand
at the exact spot where
an old pub photo was
taken. This will often show
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It is noticeable watching
this that of the 43 pubs
mentioned, only eight now
remain *. It struck me that
pub demolition is nothing
new and was going on
long before CAMRA
started campaigning to
keep pubs open.
The other thing I spotted
about half way through
was a photograph taken
during the Second World
War, which depicted a line
of shoppers queuing
outside a shop with their
ration books. I thought –
Bloody hell, we are doing
that now!
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Interspersed within this
“pub crawl” are old street
maps indicating where
these pubs are. Not being
from Shields ( Sheels?) I
sometimes got lost off as
to where some of the side
streets were but I am sure
this will not be a problem
for the locals watching
this.
Terry has used the
technology at his disposal
well to produce a fitting
archive of this part of
South Shields. In the
credits at the end of this
52 minute film he
acknowledges help from
numerous sources,
including The Word (The
National Centre for the
Written Word) for the old
photographs. The plan is
to have this DVD made
available for sale at The
Word, once it reopens.
More news on that when it
happens.
*PS The eight remaining
pubs featured pubs are
The Address, Lambton,
Mechanics, Scotia, Ship &
Royal, Criterion,
Albermarle and The Stags
Head.
Ken Paul
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BEER ON FILM
The British Film
Institute (BFI) has a
valuable archive of films
to rent or subscribe and
over 11000 films to watch
for free. Most of these are
shorts, some silent and
some in black and white.
They provide a fascinating
history of our past.
There are several films on
the subject of beer, pubs
and breweries.

Back to the North East,
there is a brief look at
Hadrian Brewery from
1988 when an ex security
guard, Trevor Smith set
up his small brewery in
Newcastle. He was
obviously dressed up for
the camera as he is seen
brewing wearing a shirt
and tie. This brewery is
now known as Hadrian &
Border.
There are more to watch,
including a pub with no
beer in Armagh, and a
goat drinking beer.
However the one that
fascinated me was a thirty minute film about the
Blue Anchor in Helston
Cornwall.

Some of note include
former botanist David
Bellamy hosting a
promotional short film for
Camerons Brewery in
Hartlepool. From 1982
and in his usual
enthusiastic style he
describes the brewing
process in this large
independent brewer
founded in 1865.
There are a couple of
films about Adnams
Brewery in Southwold,
including music by
Fairport Convention in
1977.
Doc ref 590620

the country at the time of
the formation of CAMRA,
they still brew their own
beer on the premises and
is well worth a visit.
If you are interested in old
films then this is the place
for you. There is a search
facility (eg Beer,Brewery
or Pubs) which can be a
bit confusing as typing in
Beer gets you films about
bees as well.
Its called BFI Player and
can be found here

I visited this famous
brewpub in 2018 and little
seems to have changed
since this documentary
was made in 1982. One of
only four brewpubs left in
11

https://player.bfi.org.uk/
free

Ken Paul
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Guest Article
Veganism and Beer Drinking by
Alexander Holland
Veganism is in the news
more than ever at the
moment but what does
going Vegan mean for a
CAMRA member?
When you think Vegan,
drinking real ale and cider
doesn't immediately
spring to mind as being a
"no, no" but I am afraid
the vast majority are not
suitable for Vegans.
List the ingredients of real
ale; water, hops, malted
barley, yeast.... ok so far,
but the majority of
modern ales and ciders
contain another ingredient
known as "finings."
Finings are substances
which are added to beers
and ciders to remove
organic compounds and
brighten (improve clarity).
The substances used as
finings vary, but they can
include non-vegan
products such as gelatine,
albumen (egg-white) or
isinglass (the dried swim
bladders of fish) which
make the final product not
suitable for vegans.
Local brewers to the
South Oxfordshire
Branch, Loose Cannon,
West Berkshire Brewery,
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Wychwood, and White
Horse all use animal
based finings in their cask
ales.
It is not all bad, West
Berkshire Brewery sells
bottled ales which use a
different process to clarify
and so are vegan-friendly
and Loose Cannon
Session IPA is unfined.
So how do real ale
drinkers find out if a beer
is Vegan? Unfortunately
the CAMRA Good Beer
Guide and its app doesn't
(yet) contain information
about which beers are
Vegan but fortunately
there are growing online
resources such as
http://www.barnivore.com/
and the Android/Apple
app "Vegibeer" which you
can use to check
hundreds of real ales.
In 2015 Guinness
abandoned the use of
isinglass in their keg beer
meaning all draft
Guinness today is Vegan.
So why don't all brewers
change? Cost?
Effectiveness? Flavour?
Tradition? All of the
above?
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Alex Scott, the head
brewer at Loose Cannon
called me to explain that
the industry-wide use of
isinglass is about cost
effectiveness and
customer demand.
Demand for Vegan beer is
still relatively low, but
Loose Cannon are
monitoring it and will look
into the economics of
testing an alternative to
isinglass in the future.
West Berkshire Brewery
said :"We are currently looking
into alternatives, most
people are used to our
cask ales being crystal
clear and landlords may
not have the time/space
to let the beer 'drop' for
extended periods if we
leave them unfined. All
our 500ml bottles are
registered by the Vegan
Society."
Alexander is a member of
the South Oxfordshire
CAMRA Branch
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NOT IN THE PUB QUIZ
answers on next page
1

How many dozens in a gross?

2

In 1975 which band did duo Buckingham Nicks join?

3

5

At which weight did Nicola Adams win two Olympic boxing medals in
London and Rio De Janeiro?
Who had a hits with Durham Town (1969) and New World In The
Morning (1970)?
“Come On Down” was a catchphrase from which TV Show?

6

Which sport is played at The Gabba?

7

Who wrote “ Uncle Tom’s Cabin?

8

Which tennis champion did Andre Agassi marry in 2001?

4

9

Jesy Nelson, Leigh-Anne Pinnock, Jade Thirwell and Perrie Edwards
are members of which girl band?
10 Name the palindromic hit by palindromic band ABBA.
11 In 1831 the first case of cholera was reported in which NE Port?
12 Gangster Al Capone was eventually arrested on what charge?
13 Which American actor has been “trapped” in lockdown in a village near
Dublin when filming on The Last Duel was suspended.
14 If you flew due east from Newcastle Airport, which country would you
fly over first ?
15 What was the first film to gross over $1 billion worldwide?
16 The Tracy Beaker novels are written by who?
17 What is the national animal of Scotland?
18 In which county is Southwold, the home of Adnams brewery?
19 In which town would you find Daleside Brewery?
20 Where was this picture taken ?
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AND FINALLY - QUIZ ANSWERS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

144
Fleetwood Mac
Flyweight
Roger Whittaker
Name That Tune
Cricket ( in Brisbane)
Harriet Beecher Stowe
Steffi Graf
Litlle Mix
S.O.S.
Sunderland
Tax Evasion
Matt Damon
Denmark
Titanic
Jacqueline Wilson
Unicorn
Suffolk
Harrogate
The Courtyard Washington

—---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sunderland & South Tyneside CAMRA: Contact Information
Website:

https://sst.camra.org.uk/

General issues/ queries Email:contact@sst.camra.org.uk
Pubs & Clubs. Email: sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com
Magazine enquiries Email:magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
Advertising Email:ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
Social Media:
Twitter:
Facebook:
Facebook:
Instagram :

@SST_CAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/SSTCAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSTCAMRA/ (Discussion Group)
https://www.instagram.com/sst_camra

Views expressed in this publication may not be necessarily those of CAMRA
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