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Branch Members Newsletter - Apr 2020
Sunderland Beer & Cider Festival newsin case you missed this important message
from Michael Wynne.

Dear Branch Member.
I’m disappointed to have to notify you we’ve decided not to hold the
Sunderland Beer & Cider Festival in October 2020.
The reason is entirely due to the current Covid-19 virus, the
resultant lockdown & the forced closure of many businesses whose
support we rely on to help finance the festival.
Although October is still a long way off the financial planning &
putting in place major sponsorship etc starts months before. There
are also milestones that we need to meet for CAMRA H.Q. oversight.
Without these being in place there is huge risk to the branch so
cancellation is our only real option.
The intention at present is to aim for a Sunderland Beer & Cider
Festival in 2021.
Hope you all remain safe.
Michael Wynne

Branch Chair/Sunderland Beer & Cider Festival Organiser

Doc ref 590420

1

Sunderland & South Tyneside CAMRA Newsletter- Apr 2020

CAMRA NEWS
Camra membership may well take a hit during this crisis, as there are no
beer festivals to recruit new members Below are the national and
regional figures as of 2nd April 2020. Previous figures in brackets
National 191979 (192470)
Sunderland & Sth Tyneside 660 (662)
Cleveland 899 (904)
Darlington 454 ( 458)
Durham 849 (852)
Tyneside & Northumberland 2079 (2087)
Thanks to Peter Tonk for the above figures

National Executive Election
As required by CAMRA’s Articles of Association the National Executive
voting has concluded. The results for four newly elected members is as
follows :
Ben Wilkinson - 5175 votes – elected for 4 years
Abi Newton - 4897 votes - elected for 4 years
Nik Antona - 4698 votes - elected for 4 years
Sarah Crawford - 4545 votes - elected for 3 years
Simon Urry - 2528 votes - not elected
The CAMRA Branch Magazine Awards were announced last week.
Magazine of the Year
Winner - NORFOLK NIPS
Runner Up - OPENING TIMES - Stockport & Sth Manchester
Most Improved Magazine
Winner - CANNY BEVVY
Runner Up - NORFOLK NIPS
Newcomer Award
Winner - BEER BUZZ - Central Manchester, Trafford & Hulme
Runner Up - WIRRALE DRINKER - Wirrall Branch
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MORE CAMRA NEWS
Pub goers tell company bosses: Cancel rents during Coronavirus crisis to
save our locals from permanent closure.
Pub goers and beer drinkers across the country are sending thousands of emails to
pub company bosses, asking them to take urgent action to cancel rents for pub
landlords in order to save locals from permanent closure.
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/pub-goers-tell-company-bosses-cancel-rentsduring-coronavirus-crisis-to-save-our-locals-from-permanent-closure/
Since the emails were issued Marton’s have responded taking CAMRA to task,
asking “ why didn’t you talk to us first ?”
PCA statement on tied tenants - CAMRA comment.
Commenting on the Pubs Code Adjudicator’s call for pub companies to
demonstrate how they are supporting their tenants during the COVID-19 crisis,
please find the attached comment from CAMRA Chairman Nik Antona
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/pca-statement-on-tied-tenants-camra-comment/
CAMRA’s on the hunt for beer and cider educators to drive online learning.
The Campaign for Real Ale is urgently looking for beer and cider educators to
develop a syllabus of educational materials so that beer drinkers and pub-goers
can learn more about their favourite drink during the current lockdown
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/camras-on-the-hunt-for-beer-and-cidereducators-to-drive-online-learning/

Shared CAMRA Branch magazine articles.
During the COVID-19 crisis CAMRA recognises that branch magazines cannot be
distributed to pubs anymore. With that in mind CAMRA have created a shared
Dropbox folder to allow magazine editors to share stories etc that otherwise would
have gone into Branch Magazines and could be used in newsletters instead.
So far 13 members have signed up and so far there are two articles. One is from
yours truly ( see page six). Now I know some members pick up other branch
magazines on their travels so on page seven is an article from the Colchester
Branch.
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CAMRA’s virtual pub opened for business on 3rd April. This is a video
chat platform that allows you to join a public bar, have a private table
and a chat.
https://theredonlion.co.uk/bar
I’ve registered but not joined in yet ( no mates) but the new labour
leader Sir Kier Starmer and deputy leader Angela Raynor have been
invited. Don’t know if they have accepted yet.
Future events in the pub include :
Tuesday 21st April 6pm :- Beer Tasting with Christine Cryne
Tuesday 28th April 6pm - Cider 101 with Ciderologist (?) Gabe Cook
Tuesday 5th May 6pm - Belgian Beers with Jane Peyton
Register on the pub website to find out more
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BREWERY NEWS
Several breweries ( and a cider distributor ) are providing a takeaway or online
delivery services. Here are a few suggestions :
Maxim Brewery - Drive thru Takeaway Open Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays
Ring 0191 5848844 to reserve bottles and minicasks
Hadrian & Border are offering a Home Delivery service with free delivery within
the area south of Alnwick, north of Durham and east of Hexham
https://www.hadrian-border-brewery.co.uk/home-delivery
Others outside our region :Drygate Brewery - Glasgow https://www.drygate.com/online-shop
Siren Craft - Wokingham https://www.sirencraftbrew.com/browse
Ciderlicious - Otley https://www.ciderlicious.co.uk/
Brass Castle - Malton https://brasscastle.co.uk/craft-beer-shop/
Black Sheep - Masham https://www.blacksheepbrewery.com/shop/
Hawkshead Brewery
It was announced on social media last week that this Cumbrian Brewery had made
several staff redundant, including the head brewer .Their website is still saying
they have an online shop however. https://www.hawksheadbrewery.co.uk/
Located between Windermere and Kendal, I visited the brewery’s Beer Hall in
2011. The hall, now closed, was a bar and eatery..
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BEER AT
HOME - MINICASKS
Temporary
Changes
to Whatpub
Some breweries are offering a takeaway or delivery service during these uncertain
times ; often in the form of minicasks. I thought it would be an opportune time to
look back through the archives of our Sunderland & Sth Tyneside Branch
Magazine, CAMRA Angle and reproduce two articles which appeared in Autumn
2002 and Summer 2011.
BEER AT HOME - FROM AUTUMN 2002
For most people this means cans or bottles of pasteurised
national brands or some awful cheapie from the supermarket that
is full of adjuncts and other nasty things that do not belong in
beer. That is until Bedford brewer Charles Wells launched it’s
innovative Mini Cask.
The Mini Cask was developed by the company and contains the
brewery’s award winning premium bitter, Bombardier. This is the
first time that real ale has been available in a can. The Mini Cask
contains 5 litres ( 8.8 pints) and is a more authentic drinking
experience as it is live and contains sediment that is found in all
cask ales. This ensures that the beer has the distinctive taste and
aroma that you associate with real ale.
The Mini Cask should be stored chilled and consumed with four
days of opening. The beer is served through a tap on the side of
the cask.
Roger Protz, editor of the Good Beer Guide and leading beer
writer said “ Bombardier Mini Cask is a brilliant innovation. Now
you can enjoy beer at home with all the aroma, flavour and
character of a pint in a pub. This is a tremendous boost for British
beer. If you cant get to the pub, enjoy a pint of fresh ale at home
and support the beer style that is so much part of our island’s
heritage”
So, what’s it like? Very good- it does taste just like the real thing
served in the pub. It is definitely worth trying.
Bombardier Mini Cask is available from most local branches of
Sateway.

A FYNE NIGHT IN - OR A STORY OF MINICASKS…..FROM 2011.
I have been drinking real ale for
years; in pubs, at beer festivals
or out of bottles. For the first time
recently I had the pleasure of
drinking some from a mini cask.
So how did this milestone
happen?
A few weeks ago one of my
friends had a family break near
Loch Fyne in Argyll. Whilst there
he called into the Cairndow
Stage Coach Inn in the village of
Cairndow and they were selling
beer from Fyne Ales Brewery,
which was just down the road.
How lucky can you get! So off he
went and was treated, by the
Master Brewer, to some samples
from the 5 beers they produce.
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The outcome of this was to buy
two minicasks of Avalanche and
Highlander. On returning home
the next thing to do was to find
someone to help him drink them.
The expiry date on these was
four weeks. I personally could
have got through both of them
but thankfully five of us were
invited to a Friday night in.
There were no instructions, only
a small red handle on the top,
which we turned on the
Avalanche ( 4.5%). There was a
small hiss. So far so good. Next,
at the bottom of the cask was a
small red handle and tap. Turning
the tap gently a small trickle
came out then nothing ! Holding
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our breath I turned the top handle
some more - success!
Gorgeous!
The 2nd cask of Highlander
(4.8%) was opened with more
confidence and this swiftly
passed the taste test.
These minicasks are a great idea
for parties or as a gift (even if you
do have to buy it yourself!!). I
would recommend trying a
sample first if you’ve not had the
beer before.
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Hello from everyone here at the Colchester and North East Essex branch! We hope you are all
staying safe and well in these difficult times.
Starting with some happy news, the 13th Colchester Winter Beer Festival was a great success! The
venue was busy on all four days and hardly any beer was wasted at the end – A fine achievement, I
think you will all agree! A big thank you and well done to everyone involved in the organising and
running of the festival, and a massive thank you to everyone who came along to support the festival.
We also had the honour of announcing our Pub of the Year award winners in early February.
Congratulations to the Black Buoy in Wivenhoe on winning the Overall branch Pub of the Year
award. The Black Buoy also claimed the Rural Pub of the Year title, with Ye Olde Albion in Rowhedge
awarded the Runners‐up prize in the rural category and the Highly Commended award going to the
Horse and Groom in Wivenhoe. Our Town Pub of the Year award went to the Ale House (much to
the delight of Fred and Pauline!), with the Live and Let Live in Stanway coming second and the Odd
One Out highly commended in the same category. On a fruitier note, the Victoria Inn claimed the
Cider Pub of the Year award for the third year running, with the Odd One Out as runners‐up and the
Live and Let Live highly commended. Well done to all of our 2020 winners!!
While on the topic of awards, Colchester Brewery picked up a few awards in the Champion Beer of
East Anglia 2020 awards, claiming bronze in the Overall category with Brazilian, a coffee and vanilla
porter, and also the Overall gold award for their Old King Coel London Porter! The Old King Coel has
also had success in the 2021 edition of the Champion Beer of East Anglia awards, winning silver in
the Porters category – Well done to the guys!
Since our last entry in the are newsletter, Last Orders, we have had a change of Chairman.
Unfortunately, John Durrant had to resign due to health reasons, and we all wish him all the best for
the future. At a Special General Meeting (conducted just before the shutdown of UK pubs) Dan
Young stepped up to the role of Chairman, with Richard Hartwell taking over from Dan as branch
Vice Chairman.
For understandable reasons, we do not have any socials planned; in fact, all CAMRA events are
cancelled until the end of June (at time of writing), which includes our Summer Beer Festival. We
hope to come back bigger and stronger with a Summer Beer Festival in 2021 however! These are
unprecedented times for us all, and some pubs and breweries are still running takeout and delivery
services (at time of writing). Remember you can find pubs offering such services on WhatPub by
using the “Filter by Additional Services” option in the search, There are also several local breweries
doing home deliveries – We are constantly updating our WhatPub entries as well as our Facebook
(colCAMRA) and Twitter (@colCAMRA) pages to keep you up to date on local services being offered
– Be sure to check them regularly and support local pubs, breweries and businesses through this
difficult time if you are able to do so. Well done also to the Five Bells in Colne Engaine, who have
handed their pub over to local community volunteers to use as a control centre to support their
village.
Until next time, stay safe, stay at home, and we will see you all in the local pubs and social clubs
when the global crisis ends – Our local watering holes will need your support just as much once we
are allowed to visit them once again.
‘Social’ (and newly elected Chairman) Dan
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Wagon & Dray Horses Sculpture
A familiar sight in Seaham
near the town centre and sea
front is the Tommy Miner
Statue. This was made by
metal sculpture Ray Lonsdale
and unveiled in 2014.

About three years ago Peter
Heslop of Vaux Brewery
Collectables suggested to
Ray the idea of making a
Horse & Dray sculpture for
the Vaux site in Sunderland.
The idea was then taken up by
Sunderland City Council who

then commissioned Ray, who
has a workshop in South Hetton.
Through a friend of a family
member I visited the workshop
in early March ( pre lockdown)
and took these photographs.
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The work was due to be
completed before the end
the year.
Everything featured in the
life-size sculpture is
metal - look at the detail on
the horse for example.

There will be beer barrels and
metal crates for beer bottles
and a young boy leading the
horses.
Still to be made include the
drayman, who will be seated
perched above that pink cloth
.

This will be modelled on Eddie
Mahoney, a former Vaux
Drayman.
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The sculpture once in place
will be allowed to rust, like
Tommy Miner.
Thanks to Peter Heslop for
some of the background
information, and of course to
Ray Lonsdale for allowing us
to interrupt his work
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AND FINALLY - SOMETHING TO DO IF BORED THANKS TO DEAL, DOVER,SANDWICH DISTRICT CAMRA

—---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sunderland & South Tyneside CAMRA: Contact Information
Website:

http:\\www.sst.camra.org

General issues/ queries Email: contact@sst.camra.org.uk
Pubs & Clubs. Email: sst.pubsofficer@gmail.com
Magazine enquiries Email:magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
Advertising Email:ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
Social Media:
Twitter:
Facebook:
Facebook:

@SST_CAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/SSTCAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSTCAMRA/ (Discussion Group)

Views expressed in this publication may not be necessarily those of CAMRA
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